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How to Use this Book and Map 


Not only are its streets and public sguares eztremely 
irregular, but--with the exception of a few major 
arteries—the city is almost entirely composed of very 
short streets and twisting alleys, with innumerable 
dead-ends. Each of these sections is closed by a gate, 
which the inhabitants open when they wish; as a result, 
the interior of Cairo is very difficult to know as a whole. 


Edmé-Frangois Jomard 
(surveyor and member of Napoleon's expedition to 
Egypt, 1798-1801) 


The intention of this index and map is to provide you with 
the means to know one small area as a whole. 

Once the name of a single commercial structure, Khan 
al-Khalili has come to mean the entire district now selling 
wares to both the tourist and the local citizen. For more 
than one thousand years, this area has been an important 
sector in a thriving city. As such, its architectural features 
offer fascinating insights into socioeconomic growth and 
decline. Section I of this book first traces the historical 
development of Khan al-Khalili, with its sugs, khans, and 
wikalas. Then two walks are sketched to locate for you the 
various monuments and sights. Each of the walks is 
accompanied by an outline of the important stops along 
the route. Further information can be found in other 
guidebooks, such as Parker, Sabin, and Williams' Islamic 
Monuments in Cairo: A Practical Guide, and in Map I of 


the SPARE (Society for the Preservation of the 
Architectural Resources of Egypt). 

Section II covers shopping in Khan al-Khalili. There are 
tips on how to shop, where to shop, where to eat, drink, 
and relax, and a listing of the most prominent holidays— 
both religious and non-religious. Then follows an 
extensive index to the products and services offered 
within the defined area. Below each indexed entry will be 
found a set of code numbers. These numbers refer to the 
map location of the shop offering the product or service. 
Thus, under Alabaster, “C121, F8, G22, H33, & bazaars” 
means that alabaster products can be found in the shops 
located on the map in grid C no.121, grid F no. 8, grid G 
no. 22, and grid H no. 33, as well as in most shops listed as 
bazaars (non-speciality shops). Once you have located 
shops you like or wish to return to, mark them. on your 
map in a light color. You are also urged to add your own 
index terms and shop locations as you see fit. 

The Map is unique in that it details monuments and 
presents in proportion every shop within Khan al-Khalili. 
Only temporary stalls and carts are excluded. No map has 
ever attempted such extensive coverage. For the purposes 
of this publication, the area to be mapped had to be 
limited to the predominantly pedestrian part of Khan al- 
Khalili, but it is important to emphasize that this should 
not limit the explorer or shopper. Beyond the boundaries 
of the map there are shops and monuments well worth 
visiting. Indeed, the map shóuld whet your appetite and 
spur you on to discover other areas. 


Section I: Background 


More than one thousand years ago the Fatimids swept into 
Egypt from North Africa, established their rule, and built a 
new city--al-Qahira. Al-Qahira, or Cairo, was a walled 
fortress city enclosing the palaces, shops, government 
offices, library, mint, and homes of this Arab tribal 
dynasty which ruled from A.D. 969 to 1171. The center of 
this new city was known as Bayn al-Qasrayn (“Between the 
Two Palaces'). 

Cairo was refortified and enlarged in 1087. Its main 
street ran between the Bab al-Futuh (the north gate) and 
Bab Zuwayla (the south gate), passing through Bayn al- 
Qasrayn. Although now narrower, this same street is today 
still a major artery. 

A small area within the walls, known today as Khan al- 
Khalili Calthough originally that name applied to only one 
building), served as the major trade center of Cairo for 
centuries. Bounded on the east by al-Husayn Mosque, on 
the west by al-Sagha (the Street of the Goldsmiths), on the 
south by Shari' al-Muski (Muski Street), and on the north 
the Salahiya Madrasa, Khan al-Khalili is today mainly a 
pedestrian area. Most travelers visit Khan al-Khalili to 
shop—to seek out exotic crafts and bargain in the time- 
honored tradition described in all guidebooks. But there 
are other reasons for going that should not be 
overlooked: the history and the architecture. 


Within this guarter, the discerning eye can find traces of 
the khans, wikalas and sugs (commercial structures around 
which commerce organized) that have flourished behind 
the old walls, and through these can plot the twists and 
turns of Cairo's colorful economic and political history. 
While browsing for a souvenir one can take time to seek 
out the remnants of those other eras and thus appreciate 
even more the ‘mysterious East.’ Ruined courtyards, 
fragments of Arabic inscriptions, and remains of vaulting 
are valuable sources of knowledge of ages past. 

The Arabic word suq refers to a marketplace where a 
particular craft or ware is available. ‘Bazaar’ could also be 
used in this context. Most suqs grew up around trade in 
one product, thus linking craftsmen and their workshops 
to retail outlets. Sugs were often named for the dominant 
product: the Suq al-Nahhasin harbored the brass and 
copper workers and their wares while Suq al-'Attar 
contained perfumes and spices. Master craftsmen, 
apprentices, workers, retail merchants, and importers 
were thus connected by a complex systemi of 
interdependency. 

Within these sugs were khans and wikalas. Typically, the 
khan was a two- or three-story structure built around a 
square or rectangular courtyard. The upper rooms were 
rented to merchants as living space while the ground-level 
compartments were used for storage of merchandise. The 
courtyard served as a stable for the camels of the caravans. 
Outside the city, khans were erected as resthouses and 
relay stations on the trade routes. The urban khan, 
however, served the needs of foreign merchants for 
residence, stabling, and storage. During the Ottoman 
period (A.D. 1517-1805), the term khan was replaced by 
the term wikala. Hundreds of these buildings existed, 


from the walled city of al-Oahira to the port of Bulag on 
the Nile. 

The Fatimids built al-Oahira; the Ayyubids (1171-1250) 
contributed to its growth, but it was under the Mamluks 
(1250-1517) that the city of Cairo expanded and began to 
emerge as a major economic center. From the thirteenth 
to the fifteenth century, Cairo was the largest city in the 
Islamic world. The great Khan of Masrur, so often referred 
to in the Thousand and One Nights stood on the site of a 
Fatimid palace kitchen. Cairo's privileged position on the 
crossroads of the known world led to its increasing 
importance commercially and to the rise of a system of 
bazaars and khans. The caravan trade from Sudan as well as 
the Far East passed through the city and made it the center 
for these foreign merchants. The men who built this 
commercial empire were from a variety of backgrounds: 
Egyptian, Syrian, Persian, even European. The principal 
markets were constructed around khans, wikalas and sugs, 
stretching along the Bayn al-Qasrayn and into the 
connecting streets and alleys. Maqrizi, a medieval Arab 
historian, describes this area as containing nearly 12,000 
shops! 

In 1382, the amir Jarkas al-Khalili ordered the 
construction of a great khan. This prince was Master of 
Horse, a position of some importance, to the sultan al- 
Zahir al-Barquq. Maqrizi records that this khan was built 
atop the Fatimid palace tombs known as Turbat al- 
Za'faran as a waqf (endowed foundation). Another 
historian of the period describes “a fonduk (inn) called 
Khan al-Khalili, where the Persian merchants stay": 


This fonduk looks like a great lord's palace; it is very 
high, very solid, and has three floors. On the ground 
floor are the rooms where merchants receive their 
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customers and sell merchandise of great value. Only 
merchants who are very wealthy have a counter in this 
fonduk. Their merchandise consists of spices, precious 
stones, and cloth from India, such as crepe. 


Merchants and buyers, water-carriers, food sellers, and 
ordinary people mingled in the narrow alleys and 
walkways around this khan. Small shops sprang up and the 
activity spread out to neighboring streets. In 1511, Sultan 
al-Ghuri ordered the khan of al-Khalili destroyed and 
initiated the construction of a new, grander khan. At the 
same time, several other stuctures were built nearby 
bearing the sultan's name. Inexplicably, however, the 
name of the original khan (al-Khalili) was retained for the 
new structure. By expanding the facilities, Sultan al-Ghuri 
encouraged commercial expansion as well. By the time of 
the Ottoman conquest of Egypt in 1517, Khan al-Khalili was 
a well-established commercial center. Jean Palerne, a 
French traveler to Cairo in 1581 described it: 


A great palace with a fine fountain in the center. In it 
were sold beautiful clothes, pearls and other gems, 
porcelains, and fine cottons and other goods from 
India and Persia. 


For the next one hundred years the suqs continued to 
expand westward from this point. However, competition 
from ocean routes, newly opening round the Horn of 
Africa, curtailed the overland caravan trade, and much 
custom now bypassed Cairo. Ottoman policy sent many 
of Cairo's master craftsmen to Istanbul. This political 
decision contributed to the decline of the quality of local 
products. With activity at a lower level, the grand khans 
were not kept up or restored and smaller structures grew 
up in and around them. 


By the early 1800s, when the Ottomans were 
overshadowed by Muhammad 'Ali, Khan al-Khalili had 
recovered its vibrancy and was again an important center 
catering to the foreigner as well as to the local population. 
Accounts of the curiosities for sale and the architecture of 
the area are contained in numerous travelers’ books. Gum 
Arabic, ivory, hides, and ostrich feathers from the Sudan 
were sold alongside cotton and sugar from Upper Egypt: 
indigo, shawls and carpets from India and Persia 
competed for shop space with sheep and tobacco from 
Asiatic Turkey. Every traveler commented on the slave 
market, which was also in this area, and recorded the 
purchase of some sort of Egyptian antiquity. 

The wikala of Sulayman al-Silahdar was constructed in 
1819. The historian al-Jabarti has this to say about it: 


As for Sulayman Agha al-Silahdar . . ., he built close to 
the Khan al-Khalili a wikala and made in it storerooms 
and floors and he rented it to the Roman Christians and 
Armenians for a rent many times double the usual rent. 
This high rent also applied to others who needed a 
dwelling. He opened for them a door leading to the 
Wikalat al-Gallaba in the Kharatin area. He rented the 
shops also for a higher rent that is thirty piasters a 
month and the usual was thirty halves per month. [To 
al-Jabarti's surprise] the people, claiming little income, 
rushed in renting these expensive rooms in this wikala 
before it was even finished. . . . Then he [Silahdar] 
moved near Khan al-Khalili and took possesion of Khan 
al-Qahwa and its surrounding houses, shops, mosques 
and demolished them all to build up a new big khan 
that encloses storerooms, floors and shops that add up 
together forty shops with a rent of thirty piasters per 
month for each shop. 


It can be seen from this merchant's investments that 
although Cairo was no longer sitting on the crossroads of 
the great trade routes, nonetheless commerce thrived. By 
this time Egypt had become a fixed stop on the traveler's 
itinerary and Khan al-Khalili was a meeting place for 
tourists. The name of the original structure was now used 
to refer to the quarter as a whole. Turkish merchants 
jostled for trade with Armenians, Copts, Persians, 
Egyptians, and Jews. Most shops were hardly more than 
six square feet in area, jammed with treasures of gold, 
silver, carpets, silk, arms, furniture, and curiosities from 
various countries. One could find Egyptian amulets or 
funerary statues mixed with local crafts and exotic foreign 
goods. 

The end of the nineteenth century witnessed the 
building of the last of the khans (Wikalat al-Makwa, Rab' al- 
Sisi, and Rab' al-Nimr). Steamboats and railways gradually 
eroded further the caravan traffic the khans had been built 
to accommodate. The dynasty established by Muhammad 
“Ali ruled from 1805 until 1952, These rulers concentrated 
on the development of Cairo as we know it today, turning 
to Western examples of construction, agriculture, 
technology and social programs. They also turned from 
the traditional heart of the historic quarter to build up a 
modern city closer to the Nile. At the same time strong 
European influences were also being expressed in 
architecture and fashion. Narrow streets and crowded 
alleys remained but the architecture lost some of its 
'orientalism' and became more functionally modern (i.e. 
no need to stable camels, so no need for large courtyards). 
In 1887, the British artist Douglas Sladen had this to say in 
his account of historic Cairo: 


In the Muski [another name for Khan al-Khalili], the 
“caboot” or wooden roof which formerly spanned the 
street has been removed, and the small but attractive 
native shops, with their old-world superstructure, have 
to a great extent been replaced by large plate-glass 
windows and modern fronts. 


The most recent major buildings in Khan al-Khalili are 
the Shuwikar buildings constructed in 1936 on the site of 
the mid-nineteenth-century madrasa (school) of Shuwikar. 
Traditionally, in accordance with the interdependence of 
the area, upper floors of all blocks were occupied by 
workshops. The Shuwikar upper floors, however, were 
designed for residential use. The ground floors were 
rented as shops. All the blocks are of the same style and 
are connected to the adjacent buildings by balcony-type 
bridges (indicated on the map by dotted lines). 

Now, at the end of the twentieth century, Khan al-Khalili 
is once again undergoing changes. High rents and limited 
space are pushing development to the north. Space once 
designated for workshops is being claimed by retail 
merchants and the complex relationship broken as 
workshops are relocated beyond the historic city. Crafts 
once demanded by a local population are becoming the 
province of the tourist only. As these new challenges are 
being met, old buildings, perceived to be wasteful of 
space, are being demolished. In the late 1800s and the 
early 1900s, a committee for preservation of historic 
monuments surveyed the area and recorded each 
significant architectural remnant. Hundreds were 
described and numbered in this area. Today, regulations 
governing the construction of new buildings and the 
structural alteration of existing ones in this area do exist. 
Indeed, a plan, “Building Regulations for Fatimid Cairo,” 
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was drawn up in the mid-1960s. Little was done, however, 
to implement its sweeping proposals. Several 
conferences have focused upon the need for planning, 
but few individual buildings have been restored. 

Walking through this area, one is assailed by history if 
one knows where to look. The walks which follow will 
point out traces of buildings mentioned above and other 
items of interest. 


Walks 


The walks sketched for you here cover not only buildings. 
Included are several spots that evoke a special meaning for 
the area. Beside the name of each historic monument you 
will find a number in parentheses. This is the index 
number assigned to the building or structure by the 
Comité de Conservation des Monuments de l'Art Arabe 
during their work from the 1880s until the 1940s. 
Hundreds of architectural structures or pieces thereof 
within the historic city of al-Qahira were indexed during 
this time. On the building itself you will see a small green 
and white oval with this number in Arabic. The dates given 
here for each monument represent the year according to 
the Western calendar (first) and the Islamic calendar 
(second). 


Walk I 


The first walk takes you along the historic Bayn al-Qasrayn. 
This street has held its major orientation for hundreds of 
years. Once it ran between the two palaces of the Fatimids. 
Now it is but a portion of the ancient street connecting 
Bab al-Futuh and Bab Zuwayla. Part of this medieval street 
runs through the mapped area; in accordance with 
medieval tradition, the name changes several times along 
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the way. Within the mapped area, the street is called al- 
Sagha, Shari' al-Mu'izz li-Din Allah, al-Qasaba, and Bayn al- 
Qasrayn. The entire street is rich in monuments and 
should be explored from gate to gate. You will need to 
consult other guidebooks for the areas beyond our map. 


1. Complex of Asbraf Barsbay (no.175) 1425/829 

This mosque, known today by the local population as al- 
Ashrafiya, stands in what was the center of the old Fatimid 
city. The sultan who ordered its construction was al-Ashraf 
Barsbay, best known as the conqueror of Cyprus in 1426. 
It is permitted to enter but you must remove your shoes 
at the entrance. A guard may offer instead to cover your 
shoes with canvas slippers. He will expect a tip for this 
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service. Although well preserved, the mosgue is not an 
exceptional one. A central courtyard is surrounded by 
iwans (vaulted spaces) in a basic cruciform plan. There is 
an inlaid minbar (pulpit), inscriptions on the iwans, and a 
marble mihrab (niche indicating the direction of Mecca). 
A stone-covered dome covers the mausoleum that was 
intended for the sultan but actually houses only his wife 
and son. The facade to the right of the entrance is a sabil- 
kuttab (combination water-fountain and school). 


2. Mosque and sabil-kuttab of Shaykb al-Mutabhar 
(no.40) 1744/1175 

Although from outside this complex appears to be 
perfectly aligned with the street, the structure within is 
not. It was built to accommodate an awkward space at an 
angle to comply with the orientation to Mecca. The facade 
is almost entirely occupied by the iron grill screen of the 
sabil-kuttab. The blue- and green-tiled lintel above the 
doorway and the pointed slender minaret are examples of 
Istanbul's influence on Cairene mosques. The entire 
structure was restored in the 1930s. 


3. Midaq Alley 

Egypt's Nobel literature laureate Naguib Mahfuz comes 
from an area much like this one and has set many of his 
novels in the historic city. In one of his earlier ones, Midaq 
Alley CZuqaq al-Midagg), he turned his attention to the 
colorful life of the characters who inhabit this cul-de-sac. 
By exploring the lives of the people living here, he 
examines universal themes of morality, hope, and change 
in a microcosm. 


Many things combine to show that Midaq Alley is one 
of the gems of times gone by and that it once shone 
forth like a flashing star in the history of Cairo. . . . [T]he 
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alley is certainly an ancient relic and a precious one.... 
Although Midaq Alley lives in almost complete isolation 
from all surrounding activity, it clamors with a 
distinctive and personal life of its own. Fundamentally 
and basically, its roots connect with life as a whole and 
yet, at the same time, it retains a number of the secrets 
of a world now past. (Midaq Alley, p.1) 


4. Wikalat al-Gallaba (no.425) 16tb/early 10th century 

Only the ruined facade remains to mark the spot of this 
wikala. It was here that the slave market was held. Most 
travelers to Cairo remarked upon this market. Many 
Europeans would bid for slaves and then emancipate 
them. In John Gardner Wilkinson's account of modern 
Egypt in 1843, he makes no mistake about the place. "The 
slave market, Okalet e' Gelab, is a revolting spectacle." In 
visiting the market, *a sight much sought after by tourists," 
one could find for sale white slaves (Georgians, Circassians, 
and some Greeks) as well as black slaves (Nubians and 
Abyssinians). 


5. Wikalat Tagbri Bardi (n0.188) 16tb/10tb century 
Locally known as Wikalat al-Gawahargiya (Inn of the 
Jewelers'), this wikala has the first known example of two 
entrances on the same axis. The reason for this anomaly is 
that the back entrance leads to the mosque of Taghri Bardi 
on Maqgasis Street. 


6. Madrasa and mausoleum of al-Salib Ayyub (no.38) 
1243-50/641-48 

The last Ayyubid sultan of Egypt, al-Salih Nagm al-Din 

Ayyub, died defending Egypt against the Crusaders’ attack 

led by Louis IX. The complex built for him is important 

because it was the first instance of a tomb being attached 
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to a madrasa (religious law school). This madrasa was also 
the first to be built to house all four Sunni legal schools, 
each in a separate iwan. Two matching wings each housed 
two facing iwans. Like the khan of al-Khalili, this madrasa 
was built on part of the enormous site once occupied by 
the eastern Fatimid palace. The single facade which 
fronted both wings still stands, showing off its niches, 
reliefs, and inscriptions, but is partially hidden by shops. 
It supports a minaret over a richly decorated doorway. 
The style of the minaret--the only one to survive from the 
Ayyubid period--is known as a pepperpot or incense- 
burner. The doorway is the entrance to the alley (known 
today as Harat al-Salihiya) separating the two wings of the 
madrasa. Just to the left of this doorway is the entrance to 
an open courtyard, the remains of the madrasa. The 
attached mausoleum where the sultan al-Salih is buried was 
built later by his widow, Shagarat al-Durr. Although the 
tomb is locked, the gatekeeper will not be far away. 
Persist in asking in nearby shops if you want to go inside. 


7. Wikala and sabil Wagf al-Haramayn (no.433) 
1856/1272 

A late example of an Ottoman wikala, but not an 

exceptional one. 


8. Sabil-kuttab of Abmad Pasba (Ottoman) 


Currently undergoing restoration, this is one of the 
splendid examples of the public fountains built in 
combination with a school. The upstairs served as the 
school while below workers handed out water. 
Remember that at the time these were constructed, all 
water had to be carried to the city and distributed. Thus, 
these public fountains performed a valuable service. 
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9. Mosque of al-Husayn 1864/1278, and minaret of al- 
Husayn (n0.28) 1154-1236/549-634 

The Prophet's grandson, al-Husayn, highly revered by 
Shiite Muslims, was killed at the Battle of Kerbala in Iraq in 
680. His head was later retrieved from its burial place and 
transported to Cairo for reburial. The original shrine 
constructed here to house the head in 1153 was destroyed 
in 1242. The present structure is a modern mosque built 
with a Turkish-style minaret in 1864 to replace the earlier 
mosque. All that remains of the Fatimid structure is part of 
a gateway, known as Bab al-Akhdar, at the south end of the 
present mosque. A stucco-carved minaret above this gate 
may be of the Ayyubid period. If you enter you must 
remove your shoes or cover them with canvas slippers. 
There is a separate entrance for women. During prayer 
times (five per day) and on Fridays in general you should 
avoid disturbing the services. 


Walk II 


During this short walk you will pass through the gates of 
several of the khans mentioned in the historic overview, 
and cover a range of five hundred years. Until the late 
1880s, the passageways in this section would have been 
roofed over. Skylights would have allowed light into the 
passageways and kept the area cool. Today, only a small 
portion is roofed. 


1. Tmarat Shuwikar (Sbuwikar Buildings) 1936 

The walk begins with the newest addition to the area. This 
block of flats was erected in 1936 on the site of a waqf 
owned by Shuwikar, first wife of King Fuad. Using a neo- 
Islamic style, the architect designed living and working 
quarters connected at the second-story level by balcony- 
style bridges. One of the units overlooks Sikkit al-Badestan 
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from the east side of the sixteenth-century façade of 
Wikalat al-Qutn, which is incorporated into the building. 


2. Wikalat al-Qutn (no.54) 1511/917 

This particular wikala is the one that was known until 
recently as Khan al-Khalili. It was constructed by Sultan al- 
Ghuri on the site of the original Khan al-Khalili, built by 
Jarkas al-Khalili in 1382. Most of the wikala is in a state of 
ruin but both its portal and façade were restored in the 
middle of the twentieth century during the construction of 
the Shuwikar buildings. The foundation inscription, still 
visible, reads: “This blessed place is built by order of al- 
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Sultan al-Ashraf Abu'l-Nasr Oansuh al-Ghuri, may his 
victory prosper.” As you pass through the entrance to the 
large courtyard, you get an impression of the grandeur that 
once was. Although the upper floors are badly damaged, 
the vaulted ground floor shops give a feeling of the old 
khan. Another wikala, also built by Sultan al-Ghuri, still 
stands in good shape. A visit to it (next to al-Azhar mosque 
across the street from al-Husayn mosque) will give you an 
accurate impression of what a khan actually looked like 
and how it operated. This wikala is today a craft and art 
center. 


3. Sikkit al-Kabwa (‘Passageway of the Vault’) (no.56) 
1511/917 

Directly across from the portal of Wikalat al-Qutn, this 
vault is also attributed to Sultan al-Ghuri. It bears the same 
inscription as the Wikalat al-Qutn. The structure it was 
meant to enclose is no longer standing. Thus you see 
shops in the shelter of its vast vaulting. Turn and look up 
to see the decoration of the vaulting. 


4. Wikalat al-Silabdar (no.604) 1819/1235 

Sulayman Agha al-Silahdar ordered the construction of this 
wikala as well as the mosque near Bab al-Futuh. The 
decoration of the facade reflects Ottoman tastes. However, 
the layout and functional architecture continue the Mamluk 
tradition. The Ottoman foundation inscription atop the 
doorway reads: 


Praise and glory be to God/ May God the most high be 
praised/ May the glory of Sulayman Agha also increase, 
who is the builder of this new khan/ The master 
worthy of compensation has given all his effort/ he has 
achieved the completion of this khan/ I write its date in 
wonder. Al-Silahdar has built the new khan. 1235 A.H. 


1g 


The arcades of this wikala remain today overlooking a 
courtyard which has been filled with random building 
used as storerooms and workshops. 


5. Badestan gate (no.53) mid to late 16th century 

The name of this gate is derived from the street on which 
it is located. The Turkish word Bazzestan denotes a market 
selling clothes, silk, cotton, and linen, Egyptian Arabic has 
turned this word into Badestan. It can also designate a 
place selling precious objects. The gate is usually attributed 
to al-Ghuri and dated 1511, but on the basis of the styles 
employed in its decoration, which differs significantly 
from that used in al-Ghuri's two other portals, it can be 
dated to the mid to late sixteenth century. 


6. Wikalat Badawiya Shahin (no.615) 18th/12th 
century 

Only the facade of this wikala remains. The entrance, set 

slightly to the right, is not remarkable. 


Further Reading 


Ammoun, Denise. Crafts of Egypt. The American 
University in Cairo Press, 1991. 

Aujourd’hui l'Epypte—a magazine published in Cairo in 
English and French; most issues carry one or two 
articles of relevant interest. 

Baedeker, Karl. Baedeker's Egypt. David & Charles, 1974. 
(reprint of 1929 ed.) 

Behrens-Abouseif, Doris. Islamic Architecture in Cairo. 
The American University in Cairo Press, 1989. 

— . The Minarets of Cairo. The American University in 
Cairo Press, 1985. 
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Brown, Luanne and Sidna Rachid. Egyptian Carpets. The 
American University in Cairo Press, 1985. 

Cairo Today—a monthly English language magazine 
published in Cairo, most issues carry one or two 
articles of relevant interest. 

Lane, Edward W. An Account of the Manners and 
Customs of the Modern Egyptians. East-West Pub- 
lications, 1978. (reprint of 1895 ed.) 

Mahfouz, Naguib. Midaq Alley. The American University in 
Cairo Press, 1985. 

—.. Palace Walk (volume I of The Cairo Trilogy). The 
American University in Cairo Press, 1990. 

—— . Palace of Desire (volume II of The Cairo Trilogy). The 
American University in Cairo Press, 1991. 

Parker, Richard, Robin Sabin and Caroline Williams. 
Islamic Monuments in Cairo.: A Practical Guide 3rd ed. 
The American University in Cairo Press, 1985. 

Places—a bimonthly English-language magazine published 
in Cairo; most issues carry one or two articles of 
relevant interest. 

Prism—a magazine published in Cairo; most issues carry 
one or two articles of relevant interest. 

Raymond, Andre and Gaston Wiet. Les marches du Caire. 
Cairo: 1979. 

SPARE Maps I through IV: tour maps of Islamic Cairo. 
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Section II: Shops and Services 


Shopping in Khan aL Khalili 


How to get there 


Private car: The Khan al-Khalili area can be approached 
from either side of Shari' al-Azhar. Consult a road map for 
the best route from your starting point. Parking facilities 
are located at the top of Shari' al-Azhar just behind the 
university, along the street itself (rare) and within the 
square beside al-Husayn mosque. The parking attendant 
will need to know how long you intend to stay and may 
ask you to leave your keys. Payment will be by the hour 
and should include a tip for the attendent. 

Taxi: Tell the taxi driver you want to go to Khan al-Khalili, 
al-Muski, al-Husayn, or al-Azhar. All these terms refer to 
the area and will get you there from any starting point in 
the city. Bargain beforehand and fix the price. In the 
middle of the day most taxis will want more because of 
the congestion. If you are coming from town, you will 
want to get out of the taxi either at the foot of the 
pedestrian bridge or next to al-Azhar mosque and use the 
pedestrian tunnel located there. When you are ready to 
return to town, walk out to Shari' al-Azhar and wait for a 
taxi to come by on the street. The taxis parked in the 
Khan al-Khalili area are usually expensive. Some days it is 
worth paying more and not having the hassle of finding 
transportation. If you have made a lot of purchases this 
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may be a wise move. Some people hire tazis to take and 
wait. If you do so, fix the price per hour before setting out 
and figure to add extra for a tip. 

Bus: Several buses go to the Khan al-Khalili area. From 
Tahrir Square, you can catch one of the minibuses just in 
front of the government building (Mugamma). Number 77 
(in Arabic it will look like VV) follows the route you wish 
to take. Alight at the Azhar Mosque and use the pedestrian 
tunnel. Returning will be just as easy. Catch the bus at the 
station located just in front of al-Husayn Square on Shari' 
al-Azhar. The larger buses are less expensive but 
extremely crowded. 

Foot: The easiest way to get to Khan al-Khalili. The walk 
from Tahrir Square is not overly long (just over two 
kilometers) and if you take time to wander you will enjoy 
the sights along the way. Consult a map for the best route 
from your starting point. If on a visit to the Islamic 
Museum or other sights in the area, walking will be the 
quickest way to this very congested area. 


Bargaining, credit cards, and tea 


The Khan al-Khalili of today is a modern bazaar in most 
respects. T-shirts are for sale alongside traditional 
gallabiyas, construction hard hats can be engraved as can 
silver trays. Your imagination will be the limit to what you 
can find to buy, for if it is not offered, you can order it 
made! In surveying Khan al-Khalili, it has become obvious 
that the traditional method of clustering shops dealing 
with one type of product still holds true. Thus when 
looking for a particular item one can easily do some 
comparative shopping. That is the only way to determine 
prices. Bargaining is expected in most shops, although 
some do post signs announcing fixed prices. As a general 
rule, if there is no sign stating fixed prices, offer the 
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merchant about two thirds of his asking price. 
Somewhere between his price and yours is where you will 
probably end up. If the price does not suit you, you can 
always walk away. If the price is quite low, you might also 
check other shops to compare, as a low price could be an 
indication of poor quality or workmanship. 

Most shopkeepers in Khan al-Khalili will speak some 
English, or French, German, or Italian. One young 
merchant who dropped out of school in the second grade 
has taught himself to converse in eight languages. In the 
pharmacies you will always find someone who can speak a 
bit of English if you should need help. 

Officially, payment is made in Egyptian currency 
(pounds and piasters). However, some shops now accept 
credit cards. When they do, a sign will be displayed 
advertising the fact. Traveler's checks and personal checks 
are not accepted. The bank in al-Husayn Square (FB on the 
map) is open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and offers full 
currency exchange services. 

While you are considering a purchase you will often be 
offered tea or a soft drink. Merchants consider this a 
token of hospitality and thus are not obligating you to buy. 
Accept if you are thirsty. Egyptians maintain that a hot 
drink in hot weather will make one feel cooler. Since the 
bottled drinks will almost never be cold, a glass of sweet 
mint tea will be most refreshing. 

If you have made large purchases, inquire if the 
merchant can deliver. When ordering special items, ask 
about delivery as well. If you are departing Egypt, 
however, do not leave the delivery time to the last minute. 

Most visitors to Khan al-Khalili are also interested in 
watching craftsmen at work. Workshops are usually 
located on upper floors or out of Khan al-Khalili proper. 
Only a few craftsmen can be seen working outside various 
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shops. The lathe turner at G102 and the copper engraver 
at G78 are two good examples. The entire section 
presented on this map as grid U was only workshops until 
just a few years ago. Now more than half of them are retail 
outlets. If a merchant offers to take you to his workshop, 
do go. It will be quite an experience. 


Restaurants, coffeeshops, and facilities 


As you will see from the following index there is no lack of 
places to eat in the Khan al-Khalili area—the question is the 
level on which you wish to dine. Most of the places are 
local take-away shops where one can order a sandwich of 
cheese or cold cuts, some offer more exotic fare of liver 
or beef knuckles. Several restaurants, however, are aimed 
at the tourist trade and offer a satisfying meal in 
comfortable surroundings. The largest as well as the 
newest is the elegant Khan al-Khalili Restaurant (run by 
Egoth/Oberoi) that also offers the Naguib Mahfouz 
coffeeshop (G14). Other notable places to eat are Egyptian 
Pancakes (oven-baked pastry (fitir) filled with eggs and 
cheese or jam and raisins) near al-Husayn Square (F53) and 
the several Dahans on Muski Street for kofta and kabab 
(grilled meats; E14, F33, F109, F141). 

Drinks are always available from any grocery. The nicest 
way to relax and enjoy a drink is by selecting a coffeeshop 
and sitting. The most famous coffeeshop is Fishawi, where 
seating is in an alleyway, scattered here and there (G194). 
Order mint tea, regular Turkish coffee, or a waterpipe to 
smoke and enjoy the bustle surrounding you. Away from 
the center of Khan al-Khalili, women will probably get a 
glance or two if they sit at a coffeeshop—usually only men 
enjoy this privilege. As a foreigner, however, you will be 
forgiven for not understanding the local mores and will be 
served. Within the Khan al-Khalili proper it is accepted 
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that women as well as men patronize coffeeshops. To 
order Turkish coffee (ahwa) decide on the degree of 
sweetness you want. This will determine your order: no 
sugar (sada), the smell of sugar (arriba); just the right 
amount of sugar (mazbool), or overly sweet (ziyada). 

If the thick dark coffee is too much for you, try one of 
the other local drinks. Besides the favorite mint tea, you 
could also try &arkadee (steeped hibiscus—reminiscent of 
red Koolaid or ribena), yansoon (aniseed), or, in winter, 
sahlab (a hot, thick concoction of powdered arrowroot, 
milk, nuts, and coconut). Of course, the ever present 
bottled soft drink is also available if you are not feeling 
adventurous. Bottled water is usually available as well or 
may be purchased from any grocery. Juice stands will 
serve almost anything as a juice--carrots, sugar cane, 
oranges, lemons, bananas, strawberries. 

Atop al-Husayn Hotel is a café and restaurant which 
affords a view of the area (F132). Here also is one of the 
few public conveniences in the Khan which is accessible. 
This and the Khan al-Khalili Restaurant are two of the 
better places to ask for use of the facilities. A public toilet 
area is identified on the map (F110). 

Telephones are available in most shops. Many of the 
shops will offer to let you use the phone for no charge but 
some will indicate a nominal fee. Kiosks, pharmacies, and 
other smaller establishments will expect payment for 
telephone use. 

Located in the heart of Khan al-Khalili is the Tourist 
Police station. If you should have need of assistance, you 
will always find an officer on duty in the station (G74). The 
officers assigned to Khan al-Khalili will speak English or 
French. 
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Holidays and Khan al-Khalili 


Non-religtous holidays 

The siz days listed below are celebrated in Egypt 
with closed schools, offices, banks, and shops, though 
many Khan al-Khalili merchants open on these days. In 
addition, most of the shops in the Khan are closed on 
Sunday. Generally, count on Sunday as a good day to 
sightsee in the area, reconnoiter and wander. 


Sinai Liberation Day: April 25 

Labor Day: May 1 

Evacuation Day: June 18 

Anniversary of the 1952 Revolution: July 23 

Armed Forces Day: October 6 

Shamm al-Nisim: the Monday following Coptic Easter 
(all shops will be closed) 


All other non-religious holidays are observed with 
business as usual: winter hours (October-April): 10-7; 
summer hours (May-September): 10-8. Pharmacies and 
food stores generally stay open until 10 p.m. 


Religious bolidays 

Islamic and Coptic holidays are observed throughout 
the year. They are listed below, with the dates of 
their occurrence in 1993 and their probable dates in 
1994. Whenever a feast lasts more than one day, it is 
the first day that shops will be closed. The other days 
you will find that many will be open. Since the Islamic 
calendar is lunar-based and thus eleven days shorter 
than the Western calendar, the dates of observance 
move round the seasons. The Coptic calendar is a solar 
one beginning in September. 


Mulid al-Nabi (Prophet's Birthday): August 30, 93; 
August 19, 94 
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Ramadan: Feb 22-Mar 23, 93; Feb 11-Mar 12, 94 

Td al-Fitr (Little Feast): Mar 24-26, 93: Mar 13-15, 94 

‘Id al-Adha (Great Feast): June 1-4, 93; May 18-22, 94 

Islamic New Year: June 21, 93; June 10, 94 

Mulid al-Husayn (al-Husayn's Birthday): Oct 12, 93: 
Oct 4 (?), 94 

Ashura (Day of Mourning): July 1, 93: June 21, 94 


The religious holidays are celebrated with prayer, 
food stalls, story-telling, bands, games, and rides of all 
kinds. Ramadan, in particular, will be an exciting time 
to visit the Khan al-Khalili area at night. Following 
the breaking of the fast (iftar) at sunset, most people 
will congregate in the numerous coffeeshops and tents 
to spend the evening. The business day changes and 
most shops will be open late (conversely, do not 
expect them to open on time in the morning). 

The Mulid al-Husayn is one of the largest 
celebrations of its kind in Cairo. Al-Husayn, the 
Prophet's grandson, was martyred on the battlefield at 
Kerbala. His head was brought to Cairo and buried 
beneath the mosque of al-Husayn. It is this event that 
is commemorated as Mulid al-Husayn rather than his 
actual birthday. Although the Mulid lasts several days, 
the most important day is always a Tuesday. Ashura, a 
day of mourning, is the anniversary of al-Husayn's 
martyrdom at Kerbala. Thousands of pilgrims begin 
gathering around the al-Husayn area a few days before 
the actual day. Although there will be parades, bands 
and dervishes, it should be remembered that many of 
the participants are not used to foreigners. For this 
reason, if you should choose to go to Khan al-Khalili 
on either of these holidays, dress conservatively and 
use your camera sparingly, if at all. 
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Shopper's Guide to Products and Services in 
Khan al Khalili 


For more than a year a friend shopped for brass and 
copper, patronizing one particular dealer more than 
another. His name was Muhammad. Another friend 
bought lovely copper items from another dealer called 
Hassan. One day we all went shopping together in the 
Khan and found, much to our surprise, that Muhammad 
and Hassan were one and the same person. Not only that, 
but his shop actually had Awwad painted on the outside. 
How do you index that? Impossible, of course. So please 
accept that the name listed in the index for your favorite 
shop may not be the name you know it by. It was decided 
to list shops by the name written either on the outside of 
the shop in English or on the business card of the shop. 
Therefore you will find certain names spelled in a variety 
of ways: Ahmed/Ahmad; Hussein/Husayn/Hisain; 
Mohammad/Muhammad/Mohamed. Whenever a shop 
had no name (as in many cases) an attempt has been made 
to find the owner’s name, but the shop has often had to 
be listed by the type of business. 

As you thumb through the following shopping guide, 
you will find listings not only for the expected brass and 
copper merchant, the jeweler, and the goldsmith, but also 
for butchers, grocers, a government cooperative, and a 
school, as well as for services such as barbers, plumbers, 
and even a shoe repairman. These listings underscore the 
fact that although Khan al-Khalili is primarily referred to as 
a tourist bazaar, it is also a neighborhood and a residential 
area. 

Attempting to list as many products and services as 
possible has also been quite a challenge. Early on in the 
project it was recognized that not all items sold in Khan al- 
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Khalili could be classified separately. Thus, whenever a 
shop carries a little bit of everything and specializes in 
nothing in particular, it is listed as a bazaar. All other 
shops will have their specialities listed. Although no guide 
quite like this one has ever been provided, it should be 
emphasized that no guide can ever take the place of 
wandering and browsing. New products are constantly 
being developed, new uses for old products being 
dreamed up. Fifteen years ago, there would have been no 
entries for papyrus; twelve years ago hardhats were not 
being engraved! Shops close and recombine, merchants 
change their wares, and Khan al-Khalili continues to grow 
and alter: but all information in this guide was correct at 
the time of publication. Since most of the streets are 
unnamed and many merchants often use the same 
address, consider the grid location the address. You are 
urged to mark your favorite shops once located. 


Alabaster 


Native Egyptian alabaster is a semitranslucent variety of 
calcite sometimes banded like marble. Colors range from 
creamy butter to dark brown, often in combination with 
white swirls. The alabaster statues and vases found in 
ancient tombs are favorite items to copy for today's 
market. Large and small pyramids, bowls and eggs are 
other items found in abundance. It is possible to mold 
alabaster dust with wax into usable shapes. If you want to 
be sure that the piece you are considering is solid 
alabaster, check the grain against the light—it should be 
visible. 


CAI F86 G22 H33 


& bazaars 


Aluminum 

Clustered near the Qalaun Mosque are small shops 
specializing in the sale of aluminum ware. Bean pots, wash 
pans and cooking utensils are sold mostly to Egyptian 
households. The items are priced by weight. 


B19 D19 D22 D26 D27 D28 

Amber 

In A.D. 77, the historian Pliny noted: “At the present day 
we see the female . . . wearing necklaces of amber, 


principally as an ornament, no doubt, but on account of 
its remedial virtues as well.” Whether you are buying 
amber for its curative powers or for its beauty, there are 
shops to help you discover just the right piece. The hard, 
easily polished stone, yellow or brownish yellow, is still 
highly thought of in Egypt. You will find listed below a few 
shops catering to the amber trade exclusively. However, 
you will also find it for sale in most jewelry shops, either 
set or as loose pieces. The pieces with some bit of fossil 
or dust embedded are thought by some to be more 
desirable. Amber dust is often molded into tubes, then 
cut and turned to form beads. The turner uses footpower 
to spin the lathe and shape the bead. 


C113 D35 G170 G184 
C114 G25 G176 

& bazaars 

Antiques 


When speaking of antiques, it is important to define what 
is meant. Items from the days of the pharaohs as well as 
last decade's fad could be classified as antiques. In general, 
items more than one hundred years old are considered to 
be antiques. Thus you will find that some merchants will 
assure you that the piece you are considering is “old”. 
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However, in the case of pharaonic, Islamic, and Coptic 
antigues, the trade is controlled by the government. These 
items can only be sold in a shop licensed to sell antigues. 
Other shops can sell replicas and copies. European and 
Chinese artifacts can also be found but are not necessarily 
required to be sold by license. If you suspect that a piece 
is valuable, it is best to consult with the merchant about 
possible problems in exporting the item. 


B62 Gini C149 G64 G129 G138 
& bazaars 


Applique 

The art of applique is used in Egypt to produce tenting of 
intricate and colorful designs. Cushions and wall hangings 
have been fashioned out of the traditional appliqué work 
and are available in a few shops. For the more elaborate 
tenting and a wider variety of patterns, it will be necessary 
to make a trip to the Street of the Tentmakers (a ten- 
minute walk from Khan al-Khalili, just beyond Bab 
Zuwayla). Here you can order design, size, and item to suit 
your budget or decor. 


G94 G132 
& bazaars 


Assayers 


Found among the gold shops along the Street of the 
Goldsmiths (al-Sagha), these tiny shops weigh and test for 
quality gold and/or silver (raw or worked) to verify prices. 


C3 C17 C52 C54 D3 
C4 C30 C53 C61 


Sl 


Bank 
FB 


Baskets 


There is one shop offering a sample of Egyptian 
basketwork. Some bazaars will also have a few items but, 
in general, baskets are sold outside Khan al-Khalili, usually 
by peddlers. The best baskets come from Fayum and are 
sold on street corners in several neighborhoods. Baskets 
from Siwa and other oases are found in the fancier gift 
shops around town. 


G94 
& bazaars 


Bazaars 


The shops listed in this category are non-speciality shops. 
They vary in size but all sell a variety of items. If you are 
short of time, they are ideal. 


A33 B92 D50 F30 F96 G2 
A38 B95 D56 F32 F98 G12 
A40 C41 D59 F42 F99 G13 
A44 C66 D60 F43 F102 G16 
A47 C69 D64 F44 F105 G19 
A49 C98 D68 F56 F106 G26 
A55 GEI D73 F62 F107 G35 
A56 C119 D79 F64 F113 G42 
A60 C126 D88 F65 F116 G54 
B55 (CNDA E1 F66 F120 G56 
B56 C136 E2 F72 F121 G60 
B71 C144 ES F73 F123 G65 
B73 C149 E6 F81 F125 G66 
B76 C156 E17 F82 F126 G93 
B82 (ls E24 F88 F130 G100 
B83 D32 E29 F91 F133 G101 
B84 D33 F11 F92 F134 G111 
B88 D46 F19 F93 F138 G112 
B90 D48 F21 F95 G1 G120 


G123 G142 G173 G204 G218 EMO 


G125 G152 G179 G205 G220 H41 
G127 G155 G181 G207 G228 H51 
G130 G163 G188 G2 G255 U6 

G131 G172 G198 (5212 G246 U34 


Beads see Sewing items 


Bedouin dresses 

Few of the dresses sold in Khan al-Khalili are old ones. 
Most are newly made then embroidered in the Bedouin 
style. A larger selection of this style can be found in the 
village of Kerdasa near the Pyramids. 


G121 
& bazaars 


Bedouin jewelry 

Traditional Bedouin jewelry is silver. Amulets and beads 
are used liberally to decorate necklaces, bracelets, anklets, 
and rings. Few of the shops sell old Bedouin pieces but 
several specialize in beautiful reproductions. Western 
Desert tribal jewelry differs from Sinai pieces and part of 
the fun of choosing is to recognize the area the piece is 
from. Most merchants will be bappy to educate you! In a 
few silver shops, a request to see Bedouin jewelry will 
result in a bag being produced from under the counter. 
Dozens of pieces will spill from the bag—some broken, 
others missing a dangle here and there. Be sure to check 
the silver stamp: all silver is stamped with its quality—60%, 
8096, or 9096. 


C1 C16 CIS CIO C47 


& bazaars 


95 


Bedspreads see Sheets/sheeting 


Belly dancing outfits 


From filmy scarves to sequined bras, you can find all items 
needed to complete your wardrobe. Some of the 
merchants will make a costume to order. Even if you are 
not a belly dancer, the scarves sold in these shops are 
beautiful to use as accent pieces. You will also find that the 
merchant who sells costumes can outfit you with the 
appropriate finger cymbals (sagat), sticks, and other 
accessories needed to make your performance authentic. 


B69 F61 F62 F103 


& bazaars 


Books 


The bookshops within Khan al-Khalili deal mainly in 
Islamic religious books. The shop at H28 (open Friday and 
Saturday mornings only) also deals in old books in various 
languages. 


A65 E18 F90 E117 G215 
E15 E21 EMS EDO H28 


Brass see Metalwork 
Briefcases see Leather 


Butchers 
F15 F22 F23 F36 F71 


Caftans see Gallabiyas 


Candles 


Candles deserve a special mention because these are not 
your everyday kind. Of course, you can purchase small 
household candles, but your eye will be caught by the tall, 
elaborately decorated candles sold for weddings and 
baby-namings. Most are quite fanciful and make interesting 
decorations. The large, multi-candle structure sold for 
baby-namings is fun—a name is placed under each candle, 
then the candles are lit. The name under the candle which 
burns down first is the name of the baby! 


A21 A25 A34 A36 B17 F31 


Canvas bags 
B69 F48 G94 Gelê 
& bazaars 


Carpet repair 


G61 U12 


Carpets 


The Egyptian carpet industry has developed within the last 
twenty years and now offers fine new carpets. Only a few 
shops sell old Persian or Turkish carpets. Kilims and 
tapestries are also available in these shops. Kilims are 
flatweave rugs usually with geometric designs. They are 
often referred to as tribal carpets. Most Egyptians do not 
value kilims as highly as the knotted Persian or Turkish 
decorative carpets. Western Desert rugs of rough wool 
with red, black, and green coloring are popular offerings. 
The colors should always be tested for fastness. Wet your 
finger and rub it over the colored area to see if the color 
comes off. The reds especially are a problem. Tapestries 
are usually village scenes woven in wool. This industry 
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grew up recently in imitation of the tapestries of Harraniya 
and now offers a wide range of sizes and motifs. 


C148 G52 G107 G238 
F7 G96 G124 U12 
Cartouches 


One of the most popular items with visitors to Egypt is 
the gold or silver cartouche---an elongated oval enclosing a 
royal name spelled out in hieroglyphs. Although ready- 
made cartouches bearing the name of Tutankhamun, 
Nefertiti, or some other king or queen are available, you 
can have your name substituted for the royal one. There is 
a variety of styles and thus a variety of prices. Shop around 
if you want. Remember that special orders can often be 
completed in an hour or two. See Gold, Silver, Papyrus, 
Bazaars. 


Cassettes/videos 


Classical and modern Arabic music are available on 
cassettes. Quality of the recordings varies widely and the 
only way to check is to ask for the cassette to be played. 
So be wary of bargains! Also for sale in these shops are 
videos of oriental singers and belly dancers. The 
recordings will be taped in PAL/SECAM or NTSC. Be aware 
of which system you need, as they are not 
interchangeable. 


G193 G221 G222 G223 G224 
Ceramics 

Representations of typical figures and scenes are made in 
clay and hand-painted. These range from watermelon- 
sellers to traffic police to nursing mothers. Delightful to 


look at, they do present a problem of transport for they 
are easily broken. Mugs, bowls, and plates are not 
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frequently found in Khan al-Khalili. These items sold in 
fancier gift shops around town. Plain pottery vases, water 
jugs (ullas, and flower pots, however, can be found at E10. 


C155 E10 F69 G113 

Clothing 

A wide variety of clothing---dresses, gallabiyas, T-shirts, 
scarves, capes, vests (waistcoats to some), tarboushes 
(fezzes), caftans, belly dancing costumes, etc.—can be 
found in Khan al-Khalili. A few shops specialize in one or 


two items only and are listed under the specific item. The 
shops listed below, however, carry a full range of clothing. 


A10 B61 F41 F122 G104 G161 
A42 B86 F48 F129 G115 G162 
A45 C118 F51 G24 G130 G171 
A48 C154 F57 G45 G153 

A59 E16 F61 G91 G157 

A61 F16 F103 G92 G158 

8 bazaars 

Coffeeshops 

D90 F80 G122 G200 G229 

E3 G83 G194 G217 G243 

F55 G110 G195 G225 HS9 


Coffeepots see Metalwork 


Coins 

For the coin collector there are a few shops in which to 
browse. Old and special issue Egyptian gold and silver 
coins are displayed. Coins from other countries, especially 
the Arab world, are also available. If you are interested in 
investing in gold coins, however, you should exercise 
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some caution. Some gold pieces manufactured in the Khan 
are worth the weight of the gold only. 


C18 C19 C47 C96 C137 G40 
& bazaars 

Cooperative 

U18 


Copper see Metalwork 


Cotton see Textiles 


A9 A13 A14 B58 


Dolls 


There are few dolls to be found in Khan al-Khalili. Most of 
the ones present are wooden figures carved in fanciful 
poses then painted expressively. See Bazaars. 


Drapery see Curtains 


Embroidery 


The one shop listed here specializes in the Sirma style of 
embroidery. This is a Turkish speciality utilizing gold 
thread on fabric—often silk or velvet. At one time, every 
respectable housewife had some cover or tableau worked 
in Sirma embroidery. 


E5 


Engraving (jewelry) 
The shop at B2 specializes in jewelry engraving. Other 
jewelry shops can also arrange for engraving. 


38 


Engraving (metal) 
Shops listed under Metalwork can arrange to have 
anything engraved. They will probably send the item to 
another workshop. The shops listed below, however, 
specialize in engraving. 


D53 D85 U16 U40 
D55 G78 U32 U42 


Fabric see Textiles 
Fez see Tarboush 


Film 


G193 G221 G222 G223 G224 


Furniture see Woodwork for tables, screens, chairs; 
Metalwork for brass and copper lamps and tables: 
Leather for hassocks 


Gallabiyas 

The Egyptian gallabiya has wide triangular sleeves, a large 
flowing bodice, inset pockets, a flat neckline without a 
collar and a V-shaped opening in the front. Although a 
man's garment, the gallabiya has been adapted for women 
by narrowing the sleeves and the skirts and adding a 
decorative border. A ready stock of gallabiyas in a variety 
of styles, colors, and sizes is available from a number of 
shops. It is also possible to choose your material and have 
a garment made to measure. Select from fancy silk caftans 
(another style of this loose-fitting garment) with matching 
tunics to short cotton gallabiya-style dresses. The difficult 
decision is color and trim. Elaborate patterns may be 
piped along the front in contrasting or matching color and 
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a:motif applied to the back. Scrolls of piping may 
embellish cuffs or curve along the hemline. Or, be brave, 
and choose bejeweled or hand-painted gallabiyas. See 
Bazaars; Clothing. 


Gallabia decoration (aqqad) 

An 'aqqad is a merchant who sells sewing items for the 
gallabiya maker. The thin piping used for trim and to 
create buttons comes in all colors. The merchant may also 
stock sequins and beads and other sewing-related notions. 
See also Sewing notions. 


A3 A54 B52 B80 E22 
A15 B22 B72 B85 F87 


Games see Inlay for backgammon, chess and 
checkerboards; Waterpipes for dominoes 


Gem stones see Precious and semi-precious stones 


Glass 


Fragile, handblown Muski glass comes in four basic colors: 
turguoise, green, blue, and bottle brown. Occasionally, a 
lovely amethyst can also be found. Dishes, glasses, vases, 
candlesticks, and ash trays are typical of the items 
produced by the local glassblowers. Recently, some 
merchants have begun offering painted Muski glass. Gold 
arabesgue swirls on an amethyst vase create guite an 
elegant piece. The glassblowers are located outside Khan 
al-Khalili Cnear Bab al-Futuh), although their product is 
referred to by the name of a street in the Khan: Muski 


glass. 


0122 C132 C163 D29 G8 
& bazaars 


Glass bottles 


Within the past few years, a thriving industry has 
developed producing fancy glass bottles. The shapes 
range from the fanciful (huge multi-branched candalabra) 
to the plainest vial. All are designed to be used for 
perfume and are usually sold in the perfume shops. 


A16 A50 B65 F18 G33 G147 
A19 A52 D30 F37 G34 

A37 B59 D84 G3 G49 

& bazaars 

Gold 


A glance at the list below will show the importance of gold 
in the markets of Khan al-Khalili. Egyptians buy gold 
bracelets, earrings, rings, and other adornments as 
investments. Then, whenever money is needed, an item 
can be sold or pawned. Thus along al-Sagha (the Street of 
the Goldsmiths) are dozens of shops for these purchases. 
Most gold is sold by the weight with a small additional 
charge for workmanship. The price of gold is quoted in 
the newspaper daily. Interspersed among the gold 
merchants are small shops that only weigh gold and silver 
(see Assayers). Some shops sell gold plate (see Gold 
(plated)), so it is always best to check for the government 
stamp to be sure that the item is either 18 or 21 karat gold. 
Gold chains are often Italian machine-made ones— 
handmade chains will certainly be more expensive. Many 
shops will design mountings in gold for a selected stone or 
execute your own design. This would involve some 
planning and bargaining but would yield a unique and 
exciting piece. Any shop that sells gold jewelry will also 
clean and/or repair. Some shops offer large chunky 
necklaces imitative of Bedouin pieces. Also popular are 
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pharaonic replicas. A modern cartouche with your own 
name can be ordered and makes a lovely gift. 


B3 B44 (975 C83 D4 F127 
B4 B49 (62 C84 D7 G10 
B6 B50 (Cl C85 D8 G11 
B7 B51 CD2 C88 D9 G18 
B8 B57 C33 C90 D13 G21 
B9 B64 C34 C91 D14 G23 
B10 B66 C95 C92 DILS G29 
B12 B67 C36 (OY D17 G37 
B20 B74 (657 C103 D21 G40 
B25 B78 C39 C104 D39 G53 
B26 B94 C40 C107 D62 G119 
B27 (95 C43 C110 BDI G133 
B28 C6 C45 C112 D95 G143 
B29 C7 C46 C115 E27 G175 
B31 C9 C56 C119 F3 G182 
B32 C10 C59 C134 F4 G186 
B33 (C1 C60 Cs! F10 G191 
B34 C12 C62 C139 F20 G199 
B35 C13 C65 C141 F40 G202 
B36 Gis (1l C143 F60 HI 
B38 C20 C72 C155 F84 H20 
B40 C21 (Cyd! IDA F85 U33 
B41 (022. C79 D2 F104 

& bazaars 

Gold (plated) 


These shops sell only gold-plated items. In some cases, 
the piece is actually worked in silver, then gold-plated. 


C44 

@55 

& bazaars 
Gold plating 


A few shops specialize in the actual plating process. Any 
jewelry shop can also arrange for gold plating. 


J D52 


z2 


Grocers and takeaways 


A53 D38 E26 F89 G201 H43 
A64 D44 E28 F101 G216 H48 
B75 D80 F1 G150 (0227 

C97 E7 Fig G167 G231 

D34 E8 F50 G187 H5 


Handbags see Leather 
Hassocks see Leather 
Henna see Spices; Perfumes 


Herbs see Spices 


Hotels 

E20 F14 F132 H29 
E30 F63 G242 H49 
Imitation jewelry 


The listed shops specialize in copying Bedouin or 
Western styles of jewelry, often in less expensive metals 
than the originals. Replicas of intricate pharaonic 
necklaces done in gold-dipped silver with pottery beads 
can be stunning. 


A5 A23 C195 F69 G30 G76 


Inlay 


Inlay is one of the most exotic crafts. The gleaming 
mother-of-pearl design offsets the dark wood 
background. In the Islamic Museum are magnificant 
examples of this artwork. Boxes, trays, and backgammon 
boards are the more common items found in the market. 
However, you can also find mirror frames, card boxes, 
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pencil holders, and giant clips. Today's market reflects 
economic and ecological trends. Ivory is now rarely 
used—instead, most of Cairo's 'ivory' is camel or donkey 
bone. A few inlayers use plastic. Mother-of-pearl varies in 
quality depending on the origin of the shell. Red Sea shells 
compete successfully with Japanese shells for luster and 
quality. It is necessary to examine each piece you are 
considering. Good pieces—well-made boxes with small 
design elements and a high glossy finish--will be more 
expensive than pieces with large patterns, rough inside 
edges, and heavily varnished finish. All inlay shops will 
carry backgammon, chess, and checker boards. The 
playing pieces are usually sold separately and you should 
check that the pieces are present and of good quality. 
Most shops specializing in inlay have workshops nearby if 
you would like to watch a craftsman at work. 


B60 C157 F79 G68 G156 U28 
B91 D31 G4 G70 G159 U52 
C123 D83 G6 G81 G177 

C130 F6 G38 G85 H25 

C140 F8 G47 G86 H33 

C145 F29 G51 G114 U26 

(IS F77 G55 G141 U27 

& bazaars 

Ivory 


As noted under Inlay (above), most of Cairo's ‘ivory’ today 
is camel or donkey bone. Ready-made carved items are 
available, and most merchants will carve to order. 


C150 F60 G44 G80 U37 
F45 G43 G79 H8 
& bazaars 


Incense see Perfumes; Spices 
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Jewelry see Amber; Bazaars; Bedouin jewelry; Gold; 
Imitation jewelry; Precious and semi-precious stones; 
Silver 


Jewelry design and setting 


All jewelry shops will help you choose a stone, design a 
mounting, and then execute your design. The shop at C86, 
however, designs and executes only; there are no stones 
for sale in it. Jewelry-making tools can be bought at D81. 


C86 D81 


Jewelry repair 

Again, all jewelry shops will arrange for the cleaning of 
most any item. The shops listed below consider this 
operation their speciality. 


D36 D41 
Juice stands 
A62 


Kilims see Carpets 
Kohl see Perfumes; Spices 


K TUNE 
All of the shops below offer this unique item—metal 
plaques inscribed with Koranic verses and decorated. 
Simple Arabic calligraphy is incised on a metal sheet, 
enhanced with color or flourishes then cut and framed. 
Most shops (and many homes) in Cairo will have one of 
these hanging to bring blessings to the owner. 


F90 F114 F115 FOR? F119 G197 
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Lamps 
G41 G126 Ul U59 
& bazaars 


Leather 


Beautiful leather goods are available in Khan al-Khalili. Most 
shops will carry leather pouffes (hassocks or ottomans 
depending on your nationality) which are a splendid 
souvenir. Often the leather is dyed and stamped with gilt 
in a pharaonic design. Be careful that these colored pieces 
do not rub off—a better buy perhaps are the bark brown 
or black natural leather poofs that come in several sizes 
and shapes. Jackets, handbags, suitcases, briefcases, 
coinpurses, and wallets are also good buys. Leather, as 
distinct from synthetic imitations, will be supple and soft 
and will have that good leathery smell. Belts and slippers 
are also abundant. Snakeskin belts were quite the vogue at 
one time. The slippers are a variation of the local ones and 
can be found in reds, blacks, and vibrant yellows. 
Lizardskin bags and wallets are available in some shops. 
Another interesting item is the camel saddle. Adapted 
from the saddles used by Egypt’s Camel Corps, this 
consists of a small wooden frame fitted with a leather 
cushion. Although cumbersome to transport, it makes a 
distinctive addition to any decor. With some of the leather 
specialists it is possible to have a favorite bag copied. 
Remember that this will take time but will be well worth 
the effort. 


D69 F35 Dey G87 G139 G174 
E29 F44 G31 G90 G144 G178 
F6 F46 G32 G95 G154 H11 
F9 F79 G46 G132 G156 H12 
F25 F118 G49 G137 G164 U11 
& bazaars 
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Mashrabiya 

Prominent in the woodworking crafts is the art of 
mashrabiya. This Egyptian speciality is marked by the lacy, 
airy feel of tiny pieces of turned wood fitted together to 
form screens and window coverings. The traditional 
mashrabiya was turned by hand then joined without nail or 
glue to form patterns that would permit light and air to 
pass through. These panels were then used to cover 
windows or create screened areas. Building techniques 
have altered and the beautiful mashrabiya is today 
primarily used as an accent to tables, mirrors, and other 
pieces of woodwork. Large screens are still made to order. 
There is a section in Khan al-Khalili where you can see the 
turners at work (G102). Many pieces are on the market but 
it is possible to order a special item made to your 
dimensions—you can control the color of your piece by 
agreeing with the craftsman on the number of layers of 
stain Custur) to be applied. Old pieces of mashrabiya are 
difficult to find and are expensive. The new work is usually 
quite good but do check carefully the finish. Heavy coats 
of stain are sometimes unevenly applied. Ask the 
craftsman to show you how the pieces are fitted together. 


G84 
8 bazaars 
Metal cleaning 


Although any shop selling metalware will arrange for the 
cleaning of items, these shops listed below specialize in it. 


D53 D54 D86 


Metal engraving 
D53 D85 U16 U40 
D55 G78 U32 U42 


di 


Metal plating 
Metal plating can be arranged through any shop selling 
metalware. The shops listed below sell only plated metal. 
Thus a tin tray can be transformed into a silver one, a 
copper tray can be plated with tin then burnished to give 
a two-color tone. 


D53 D54 


Metal repair 


Leaky pots, handles that fall off, spouts that do not pour 
properly—all of these can be repaired by any shop selling 
metalware. The shops listed below, however, specialize in 
repair work. 


D45 D55 D86 
Metalwork 


At one time the great Suq al-Nahhasin (Bazaar of the 
Coppersmiths) was renowned for its metalwork. Elegant 
trays incised with intricate designs and calligraphy were 
produced. Huge candlesticks were cast and chased for 
local mosques. Other items such as beakers, pans, coffee 
grinders, and all sorts of kitchen utensils were made. 
Today, the usefulness of many of these items has been 
usurped by plastic and stainless steel. Many, however, are 
still produced for the tourist trade. Of course, it is possible 
to find old pieces for sale--but be mindful that some 
merchants will call almost anything ‘old.’ The designs 
found on trays, pots, and other brass and copper items 
are often stamped with a variety of tools or cast by a mold. 
More expensive pieces, however, are incised by hand; one 
tray taking a month or more to complete. It may be 
difficult to decide between cool, elegant brass and warm, 
reddish copper but either will be a good purchase. "White 
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metal’ is also popular—it is probably an alloy of nickel and 
tin. Trays of all sizes and pots are favorite items. Metal pots 
of unusual shape make great vases as well as accent pieces. 
If you are planning to use an 'old' piece for flowers, ask 
the merchant to fill it with water. It will be easier to fix a 
leak on the spot than return to do so. Of course, if you 
intend to use any of these metal pieces for cooking or for 
serving food, the inside must be tinned. Any of the 
merchants can arrange for this to be done. He can also 
send a tarnished piece out for polishing or repair a 
broken spout. Inspect the finish carefully of any item you 
are considering--often, beautifully engraved trays are 
polished with sand and lemon and become scratched. 
These scratches can be buffed if you draw the attention of 
the merchant to the flaws. For the trays, small, wooden, 
folding cross legs can be purchased to create a table. 
Some merchants will arrange for a table frame to be built 
for the tray of your choice. 


A1 C151 F6 G126 H15 U16 
A4 D12 F77 G135 H17 U19 
A10 D20 F111 G145 H18 U22 
B53 D25 F112 G159 H25 U29 
C38 D30 F124 G166 H33 U30 
C42 D37 G15 G176 H34 U31 
C58 D42 G17 G180 H39 U32 
C64 D43 G28 G203 10/2 U38 
C67 D45 G39 G206 U3 U41 
C109 D61 G67 G209 U4 U42 
C135 D70 G81 H9 WA 

C138 E23 (395 H10 U8 

C146 E25 G114 His U9 

& bazaars 


Mirrors see Bazaars; Inlay; Mashrabiya; Metalwork 


Ottomans see Leather 
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Papyrus 


It is hard to believe that the ubiguitous papyrus seller did 
not exist just a few years ago. Even though the art of 
paper-making from papyrus is an ancient Egyptian one, 
the method of production was lost until the early 1970s. At 
that time, Dr. Ragab perfected his method and a new 
industry was born. Now, all bazaars sell the hand-painted 
or stamped sheets and a few shops are devoted entirely to 
it. It is best to shop around and compare styles and prices. 
Once limited to reproductions of pharaonic scenes, the 
papyrus is now decorated with calligraphy, modern 
painting, and portraits. You can have your name in 
hieroglyphs within a royal cartouche or you can create an 
invitation to a special dinner---what about calling cards? 
There is some confusion about the papyrus itself. Because 
in the early 1970s the papyrus had to be imported from 
Sudan, some clever imitators produced 'papyrus' from 
other plant fibers. Today, however, papyrus is widely 
grown in Egypt and most sheets you will find for sale are 
the real thing. The prices will vary according to the 
method of decoration—at the bottom of the range will be 
the stamped pieces, at the top are those which have been 
completely done by hand. 


B60 C148 FÁ F54 G76 U35 
C139 D83 F20 G30 H13 

& bazaars 

Pastries 


Oriental pastries are heavy on the syrup. The usual 
offerings are baklava (flaky layers of nut-filled pastry 
baked and drenched in sugar syrup) and konafa (noodle- 


like strands of dough baked and drenched in sugar syrup). 
Cookies and other sweets are also sold here. 


F24 F38 F75 F108 F139 
Perfumes 


In Paris, the best ‘nose’ in the perfume business is an 
Egyptian. A major exporter of oils and essences, Egypt has 
an abundance of perfumery shops. In all of them you will 
find local blends as well as blends imitative of well-known 
western brands. Indeed, in most shops you will be given a 
list of those brands and asked to choose. All shops 
welcome the sniffer who wants to try the blend on the 
back of the hand. Since each person's skin reacts 
differently to perfume it is best to test the proffered 
scent. What is sold in the shops as pure essence has 
probably been diluted somewhat with water or alcohol 
but will still last you a long time. Small vials with roller tops 
are available as are fancy stoppered bottles. Select an 
elegant bottle for your favorite smell and enjoy! Perfume 
shops also sell incense and kohl (a thick, dark powder 
used as an eyeliner). 


A8 A26 A58 B68 F137 H44 
A16 A30 B23 D30 G3 H47 
A17 A31 B24 D84 G33 

A18 A37 B39 E13 G34 

A19 ASO B59 F18 G210 

A24 A52 B65 F37 H42 

& bazaars 

Pharmacies 

E4 G230 

Pharaonic replicas 


In March of 1616 Pietro della Valle made this entry in his 
journal of his travels in Egypt: “I had [a mummyl broken 
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into pieces in my presence . . . to have some of the 
substance, which as you know is esteemed for its medical 
qualities... . I also wanted... the head of a woman... I 
also took a small idol of baked clay." Alas, you can no 
longer break a mummy or even buy one! Pharaonic relics 
are forbidden to be sold by anyone without a license. Thus 
the art of producing replicas has developed. Quite nice 
statues carved from alabaster or soapstone imitate those 
majestic gods and goddesses. Plastic scarabs and fake 
mummy bead necklaces are also popular. Some of the 
stone scarabs have been well carved then aged. Plaster 
casts of wall reliefs are dipped in tea to give them the 
correct patina. A few merchants offer copies of pharaonic 
jewelry. 


B66 GI C131 F86 G22 G135 
C63 C125 F4 G8 G82 H13 
& bazaars 

Police 

G74 


Pouffes see Leather 


Prayer beads 


Strings of 99 beads divided into three sets of 33 (or 33 
beads in three sets of eleven) are used by many Muslims to 
say prayers. Often you will see people strolling in the 
street Or sitting at a coffeeshop fingering their beads. The 
sibba (string of prayer beads) comes in a variety of stones. 
In some shops, you can choose the stones and have them 
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Strung. For gold or silver sibhas see Gold; Silver. See also 
Amber; Precious and semi-precious stones. 


C113 G102 G176 G234 H36 
C11i4 G113 G184 G244 

G25 G170 G232 G245 

8 bazaars 


Precious and semi-precious stones 


Wandering in Khan al-Khalili, the browser's eye is snared 
by plates of gleaming uncut stones. The colors dazzle— 
smokey topazes of whiskey yellow, dark green emeralds, 
light green peridots, brilliant multi-colored gleams of 
diamonds. Most jewelers carry unmounted stones such as 
these, and lapis lazuli, aquamarine, amethyst, etc. You can 
buy them by the weight and quality then have them set in a 
design of your own. But the shopper must be aware that 
many synthetic stones cannot be distinguished from the 
original except by an expert. Alexandrites, for instance, 
are always synthetic; the true stone is rare and far too 
expensive for most pocketbooks. Nevertheless, this stone 
is spectacular, with its changing green and bluish-red 
colors. All the merchants will discuss quality with you and 
point out the best features of the stones in which you are 
interested. Lapis lazuli is one of the most popular stones 
to buy. A variety of grades ranging from dark blue flecked 
with gold to a lighter blue streaked with white are 
available, as well as many shapes--ovals, cabachons, 
rectangles, circles. If you are asking the craftsman to 
execute a special design to mount your stone, find out how 
long this will take. 


B13 C94 D49 D74 G82 
C68 C102 D66 D75 G128 
C73 C103 D67 D76 G149 
C80 C110 D71 D78 H21 
C87 D47 D72 G29 H23 
& bazaars 
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Printshop 
H45 


Purses see Leather 


Restaurants 

E14 F53 F136 F142 
E31 F59 F140 F143 
F33 F109 F141 F144 
Rope 

A41 


Rugs see Carpets 


Sand art 


G240 


This recent import has developed in the last few years. A 
natural art for Egypt with its many deserts! The shop listed 
below has a wide selection in addition to the other goods 
it stocks. Otherwise, this item will be found in most 


bazaars. 
H32 
Sandwiches 


Most sandwiches will be little more than a roll with a bit of 
cheese or luncheon meat—a rather dry product, though a 


filling one. 

A53 D38 E26 F89 
A64 D44 E28 F101 
B75 D80 F1 G150 
C97 By F13 G167 
D34 E8 F50 G187 


G201 
G216 
G227 
G231 
H5 


H43 
H48 


Scales 
D96 H31 


School 
G241 


Semi-precious stones see Precious and semi- 
precious stones 


Services 


Barbers: B79, E28 

Stoppeur (invisible mender): E9 
Lighter filler: A29 

Muslim prayer areas: D51, F39 
Plumbers: H30, H40 

Shoe repair: E12. 


Sewing notions 

Quite a number of shops on the outer edges of Khan al- 
Khalili specialize in sewing notions. Needles, thread of ali 
sizes, pins, braiding, and other notions can be found in 
these shops. Some of them also carry glass beads, sequins 
and metallic ribbon. Imported beads are purchased by 
the weight and used to decorate shawls, scarves, and 
dresses. See also Gallabiya decoration. 


B1 B77 B80 F94 
B18 B80 F78 
Sheets/sheeting 


Sheeting material is typically sold by the meter. The shops 
specializing in this type of material also sell packaged 
sheet sets. These sets are often embroidered and include 
bolster covers rather than the usual pillow covers. Here 
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you will also find towels, toweling, bedspreads, drapery, 
and tablecloths. 


A6 A9 A12 A14 A22 B89 


Shopping bags see Bazaars; Canvas bags; Leather 


Silver 

Most silver shops carry silver jewelry as well as silver 
goods such as trays, pill boxes, picture frames, and vases. 
Perhaps one of the more unusual items is a silver olive 
spoon! In all cases, there are three categories of silver to 
look for: plate, 80%, and 90%. All silver items will be 
stamped with a government seal denoting the quality of 
silver (80% or 90%). If the item is plated, the seal will be 
missing. The price of silver is quoted each day in the 
newspaper along with the price of gold. Most silver pieces 
are sold by the weight plus an additional charge for 
workmanship. It is fun to design your own necklace or 
ring and have the jeweler execute it. It is also possible to 
take tin mugs or inexpensive metalware and have them 
plated. The result is an elegant piece which will remain so 
for several years with proper use. Inquire if the merchant 
plates (or dips, as some call the operation) and use your 
imagination. Silver cartouches are also popular. They cost 
less than gold ones and can usually also be prepared in an 
hour or two (see Cartouches). Old Bedouin silver is not 
widely available but many shops have modern imitations 
which are quite lovely. Any shop that sells silver will also 
clean and/or repair, but some shops specialize in such 
work (see Silver repair). 


A48 B78 C16 C50 C88 C94 
B57 C2 C18 G51 C89 C96 
B64 C14 C19 C78 C92 C101 
B74 C15 C47 C81 C93 C105 


C106 D16 F70 G48 G147 G199 


C119 D40 F74 G62 G168 G213 
C120 D63 F84 G63 G175 G233 
C124 D77 F85 G73 G177 H6 
C133 D89 F100 G89 G183 H32 
C137 D91 F127 G116 G186 U20 
C142 F20 F131 G118 G189 

C143 F34 G20 G140 G191 

C152 F58 G36 G143 G193 

& bazaars 

Silver (plated) 


These shops offer a variety of silver-plated goods and 
jewelry. They can also arrange for plating to be done. Most 
of the silver shops can also arrange for plating. 


C76 D57 D58 G97 G98 G108 
Silver repair 

C75 C78 C96 D87 U20 

Silver wares 


As distinct from the entries under Silver, these shops 
offer only silver goods and not jewelry. Under Silver, you 
will find that the shops offer both. 


C1 F97 G63 G77 G183 
D91 G20 G71 G89 G213 
F74 G48 G72 G118 G233 
& bazaars 


Slippers see Bazaars; Leather 


Spices 

One can imagine that the spice trade is as old as Khan al- 
Khalili itself. Surely these were among the first goods 
brought to be traded. Today's spice merchant not only 
sells pepper, bay leaves, and cardamom by the kilogram 
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but also stocks sandalwood, myrrh, gourds, incense, 
candles, kohl, and tiger's teeth. All these merchants will 
mix up a herbal remedy for whatever ails you or will 
concoct an incense from your favorite spices—diet 
preparations as well as weight-gaining mixtures are also 
available. Women buy henna here---for a dark black hue 
purchase green henna. (Best to ask the merchant as there 
are several grades and colors of henna and all interact 
differently with each person.) 


A7 A27 B14 Fi F135 
A20 A34 B17 E31 HISA 
A25 A39 B65 F108 G208 


Stamps see Bazaars 


Stationery 


Along with the shops listed below, there is one other 
place to find stationery items: the small street (al- 
Sanadqiya) parallel to Shari' al-Azhar in sections A and E 
has numerous shops selling pens, pencils, paper, clips 
notebooks, staples etc. 


A43 B16 B43 B47 H52 


Suitcases see Leather 
T-shirts see Clothing 


Tailors 
Cairo used to support hundreds of tailors. With a ready- 
made clothing industry developing rapidly, many of these 


tailors are closing shop. So hurry now while it is still 
possible to have almost anything copied from a sketch or 
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photo. Most of the tailors listed here specialize in 
gallabiyas and other traditional items of clothing. 


C118 F47 G5 G91 G99 G115 
F41 H22 G24 G92 G104 H38 


Tapestries see Carpets 


Tarboush 


Up until the Egyptian Revolution of 1952, the hard felt 
tarboush (or fez) now so popular with tourists was de 
rigeur formal wear for the city man and boy. Its use was 
discouraged after the Revolution, because of its 
associations with the overthrown monarchy. A softer and 
shorter variety of tarboush is still worn by Muslim sheikhs 
and imams. Tarboushes are still picturesquely 
manufactured on Shari' Mu'izz li-Din Allah on the other 
side of Shari' al-Azhar, just after the Ghuri complex. See 
Bazaars; Clothing. 


Tea 


This merchant is a wholesale tea trader. Do not go to him 
for less than several kilograms of loose tea! 


m32 


Textiles 

A few fabric shops exist in Khan al-Khalili. They offer a 
wide selection of materials. Choose a cool cotton stripe 
and have a gallabiya made to order at a nearby tailor. Other 
textiles sold in the Khan are listed under their type—wool 
fabric, sheets, towels, curtains, etc. 


A11 B21 B70 r16 
A59 B69 C118 
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Tobacco 


This merchant deals in loose tobacco, not individual 
packets of cigarettes. 


B48 

Toilet, public 
F110 
Towels/toweling 


Bath towels have become ezotic—pictures of camels and 
pyramids make them a great souvenir. Most Egyptians buy 
their toweling by the meter in the same shops that sell 
sheets and drapery material. If you notice, all these shops 
are clustered near the edge of the map; if you want to 
ezplore more, eztend your wandering to the area just 
beyond the map beside the Ashraf Barsbay Mosgue. 


A2 A12 A46 B58 B86 
A6 A22 B54 B61 B89 


Videos see Cassettes 


Waterpipes 


Most Egyptian coffeeshops offer waterpipes, where the 
smoke from a tobacco mixture lit by coals is drawn 
through water. Some of the most common mixtures are 
tuffah (apple), tombaq (plain tobacco), and ma'asil 
(honey). The Arabic word for smoking literally means 'to 
drink. Known by a variety of names—waterpipe, hubbly- 
bubbly, narghile, shisha, gooza, hookah—these smoking 
contraptions are fun to take home as a souvenir. If you 
intend to try to use it, be sure that all the needed parts are 
present. A glass container with a long flexible tube 
attached should also have a brass ring to fit over its neck 
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for the coals, a pair of small brass tongs, and a small clay 
bowl. The variety of containers makes it difficult to 
choose. They range from plain clear glass to elaborately 
decorated colored glass. Some have portraits painted on 
them. The tubes are often color-coordinated. These shops 
also sell dominoes—maybe because most people play 
while smoking? 


B11 Jet H16 H47 
D24 G232 H44 
& bazaars 


Weavings see Carpets 
Walking sticks see Bazaars 
Wall hangings see Carpets 
Wallets see Leather 


Woodwork 


The shops listed below stock a variety of woodwork 
products. For specific items see Inlay, Mashrabiya. 


C128 CUM G70 H50 U1 U28 
C145 C151 G81 U1 U27 

Wool fabric 

B81 F12 F17 
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Index of Shops 


Ibrahim al-Nakli 

Mohsin Mukhtar Abd al-Salam 
Hasan Abd al-Maguid al-Akkad 
Mahmud Mu'awad 

Shami 

Samir Hasan al-Shami 

Hafiz 'Azazy Ismail 

Rihany Egypt 

Abd al-Galil Abd al-Dayim 
Oriental Bazar 

Ibrahim Muhammad al-Tabbakh 
Muhib Hassanin Ibrahim 
Fahmy Tawakul 

Muhammad Rida Hassanayn 
Kamal Abd al-Hamid Nunu 
Yousef M.Y. el-Hennawi 
Yousef M.Y. el-Hennawi 
Yousef M.Y. el-Hennawi 
Yousef M.Y. el-Hennawi 

Khedr el-Attar 

Zakaria Ahmad Salih al-Sham'a 
Al-Fassakhani 

Nabil al-Hatu 

Karama Brothers’ Perfume 
Magdi ‘Abd al-Wahhab Abu ‘Afiya 
Sayid Sham'a 

‘Itarat al-Ghuriya 

closed 

lighter filler 

Hajj Abdu 

Misr Farag 

Shirkit Nahdit Masr 

Bazaar Khan Abd el-Hkam 
Shirkit Itarat al-Husayn (Aly Bakr) 
closed 

Hasan Warda 
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936344 


017502 
020254 


912662 


934415 


911488 
911488 
911488 
911488 
900865 
902386 
906593 
906679 
931329 
900366 
930249 
930249 


905491 
913595 
901611 
932074 


Nour Eastern Perfumes 
Mona Bazaar 

“Ali Khidr al-Attar 
El-Shami Bazaar 

Hajj Abdu lil-Hibal 
Gamal Abd al-'Aziz 


Al-Shirka al-Masriya lil Khardawat 


Ashraf Bazaar 

El-Madena al-Munawara 
Sayid 

Abtsam Bazar 

Ghoneim “Abdel Latif 
Bazaar Khan Abd al-Hkam 
Fastern Perfumes 

closed 

Fastern Perfumes 

kiosk 

Amr Muhammad Zaidan 
Heba Bazaar 

El-Shami Bazaar 

closed 

El-Hennawy, Sayed Perfume 
“Auf 

Fatemi Bazar 

Belle Gente 

juice shop 

closed 

Reda lil Protein 

Dar al-Salaam, Maktabit 
closed 

Mohamed Aly Nounou 
Magdi al-Khattam 
Al-Sirgany 

Al-Sha'bini 

closed 

Mahmud al-‘Ibsawi 
Husayn Bayumi Abu Shusha 
Jini 

Fattouche 

Moustafa M. Zebdia 
Mustafa Abd al-Razik 
Al-Sirgany, Hafiz & Saleh 
Muhammad Abdel Ghani 
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903820 
903820 
923294 
918014 


900865 
912662 


937491 


901611 
903820 


903820 
903820 
918014 
900208 


927105 


932820 
908086 


901255 
901644 


922540 
905191 
913032 
922707 
911423 


905224 
924565 


B14 
B15 
B16 
B17 
B18 
B19 
B20 
B21 
B22 
B23 
B24 
B25 
B26 
B27 
B28 
B29 
B30 
B31 
B32 
B33 
B34 
B35 
B36 
B37 
B38 
B39 
B40 
B41 
B42 
B43 
B44 
B45 
B46 
B47 
B48 
B49 
B50 
B51 
B52 
B53 
B54 
B55 
B56 


The Academic Khedr el-Attar 
closed 

Aly Ghabbari 

Dunia al-Hinawi 

Muhammad al Husayni al-Akkad 
Abd al-Mun'im al-Dayruti 
Marzouk Hanafi 

Abd al-Azim Ganub 

Sa'd al-Husayni 


Al Hinawi - Muhammad Abd al-Kadir 
Al Hinawi - Abd al-Fattah Abd al-Kadir 


Ahmad Mahmud Hafiz 
Sirgani 

Maamoon Taha al-Milliggi 
Sirgani 

Tawfig Husayn 

closed 

‘Abd Allah ‘Abd al-Qadir 
Muhammad Ahmad ‘Abbasi 
Hedeya 

Ashraf M.A. Abasi 

Osama M.A. Abasi 
Al-Sirgani - Hafiz & Salah Taha 
closed 

Gabriel A. Sednaoui & Co. 
Helal al-Hennawi 
Mahmoud Hafez 

Moustafa Mahmoud Hafez 
closed 

Yusif Muhammad Izz wa Shurakahu 
Eman Kamar 

workshop 

workshop 

Al-Huda al-Tugariya 
Hasan Abd al-Fattah 
Ahmed Mohamed Yassin 
Hisham Mazzyat 

Hussin Khalil Sha‘ban 
Mahmud al-‘Akkad 

Awlad Sayid Hafiz , 
Mansour al-‘Akkad 
Moonlite Bazaar 

Khan el-Mamalek 
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900865 


910529 
917750 
901534 


908059 


907198 
907198 
925215 
914905 
905960 
901670 
904931 


909905 
930071 
901152 
921420 
906555 


903387 
904254 
923615 
923615 


906692 
935240 


900187 
931754 


904859 
904859 


909159 
905075 


B57 
B58 
B59 
B60 
B61 
B62 
B63 
B64 
B65 
B66 
B67 
B68 
B69 
B70 
B71 
B72 
B73 
B74 
B75 
B76 
B77 
B78 
B79 
B80 
B81 
B82 
B83 
B84 
B85 
B86 
B87 
B88 
B89 
B90 
B91 
B92 
B93 
B94 
B95 
Gi 

C2 

C3 
C4 


Amber Jewelery 

Sayid Mahmud Abdul-Rahman 
Amber Perfumes 

Sunny Land Papyrus 
Ahmad Husayn Shinkar 
Ahmad Hamza 

closed 

Arabesc 

Hasan al-Hennawi 

Peace Bazaar 

Tal'at Ahmad 

Cleopatra Bazar 

Abd al-Ghafar Abd Rabo 
Mehrez wa Shurakaho 
Cleopatra Bazar 

Sayid Farag al-Akkad 
Egyptian Mousky Bazaar 
Sara Bazar 

Zain Kibda wi Mukh 

Abd el-Hady Sons 

Suez Company 

Adly Fam 

Muhammad Yehia Salon 
Madinat al-Ikada 

Aswaf al-Akkad 

Saad Zaghloul Bazzar 
Atoun Bazaar 

Reda Bazaar 

Ramadan, Morshed & Rashad al-'Akkad 
Awlad Muhammad Hussin Shinkar 
storage 

New Shop Bazaar 

Sabry al-Akkad 

Happy Star 

Sayid al-Sisi 

New Shop Bazaar 

closed 

Coral 

Arouani 

Wassef Siverware Co. 
Salah al-Guindi 

Aziz 

Ismail 


905075 


905075 
3930647 


925813 
902769 
905075 


909072 
911423 


911423 
907488 
900026 


909223 
921500 
907829 
911178 
901989 
907829 
938665 
934190 
910276 
932985 
934190 
904255 


900788 
932460 


C5 

C6 

C7 

C8 

C9 

C10 
Qu 
C12 
ie o 
C14 
C15 
C16 
C17 
C18 
Gio 
C20 
G21 
C22 
C25 
C24 
C25 
C26 
Czy 
C28 
C29 
C30 
C 
C32 
C33 
C34 
C35 
C36 
C37 
C38 
C39 
C40 
C41 
C42 
C43 
C44 
C45 
C46 
C47 


Arti 

Selim Henein 

Ali ‘Iwida 

closed 

Layali al-Sharq 

Salih Barsum 

'Abd al-Fattah Desuki 
Hedeya 

Mohamed Yasin 

Samir 

Abousombol 

Mostafa Mabarez 

Abdulla al-Wakil 

Attef A. Wassef 

Mohamed Amin 

El Tazy 

Zakarya Disuqi 

Abadir Sa'd 

Gamil Ibrahim Boutros 
closed 

closed 

closed 

Halim El Bacha 

closed 

closed 

Farouk I. Boutros 
Al-Mutawkkilun 'ala Allah 
Muhammad 'Abd al-Mun'im Hamuda 
Ahmad al-Masri 

Shafiq Ahmad 'Abbasi 
Safwat Shafik Ghaly 

Halim El Bacha 

Halim El Bacha 

Hassan Mohamed Sa'id 
Sa'id Muhammad (Muhammad & Khalid) 
'Abd al-Qadir Muhammad Muhammad 
Khan Khalili Bazaar 

Aly Abd al-Aziz al-Khawanky 
Hedeya 

Sigal 

M. & S. Guindi Milad 
Ahmed Hosni & Son Adel 
Al-Manakhli 
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939233 


909795 
903125 
900180 
901162 
901777 


907750 
907750 


908963 
921214 
930285 
901437 
909895 


932490 


906164 
905362 
934956 


904147 
907470 
932490 
932490 
930284 
933628 
905638 
905366 
921566 
914271 


903821 
907102 
905848 


C48 
C49 
C50 
C51 
C52 
C53 
C54 
C55 
C56 
CS7 
C58 
C59 
C60 
C61 
C62 
C63 
C64 
C65 
C66 
C67 
C68 
C69 
C70 
Gp] 
G72 
C73 
C74 
C75 
C76 
C77 
C78 
C79 
C80 
C81 
C82 
C83 
C84 
C85 
C86 
C87 
C88 
C89 
C90 


closed 

closed 

Omar Ibn “Abd al-Aziz 
Garnet 

Hassan al-Shinawi 

Amin El Tazy 

Bibawi Tawfik 

Al-Gamal 

Mobarak 

closed 

Egyptian Co. for Khan Khalily Products 
Sharikat Mugawharat al-Sharq 
Muris Farag wa waladu 
Muhammad al-Shubukshi 
Fouad Erian & Milad Kaldas 
Eskandarani 

Lakani Bazaar 

Saber Abd el-Khalek 

El Lakani 

Sayed & Mostafa Tantawi Co. 
El Khorrassany 

Awlad Ibrahim Abdel-'Azim 
closed 

Hareem Khan 

Naguib 

Agit Bazaar 

Hagop Hagopian 

Hasan “Isa Muhammad 
Barbary 

closed 

“Sambo” 

Tarek & Ibrahim Fadda 
Hassib M. Yazdy 

Sha'ban 

closed 

Zakaria M. Youssef 

King Soliman Jewellery 
Sa'id Darwish wa-Waladu 
Kevork & Pierre 
Khorrassany, Sherif 

Isma'il Farouz 

Faddiyat Mustafa Mansur 

El Tazy 
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016832 
935452 
930285 
901349 


928574 


908201 
931274 
902401 
907490 
901382 


910859 
902529 
922764 
931581 


938111 
914916 
937558 


934783 
929391 
928298 
902077 


907322 
908956 
902077 
930084 
928004 


923705 
921859 


C91 

C92 

C93 

C94 

C95 

C96 

C97 

C98 

C99 

C100 
C101 
€102 
C103 
C104 
C105 
C106 
C107 
C108 
C109 
C110 
C111 
C112 
C113 
C114 
C115 
C116 
(INN 
C118 
C119 
C120 
C121 
C122 
C123 
C124 
(C125 
C126 
CT 
C128 
C129 
C130 
C131 
C132 
C133 


Samy Ramadan 

Abdu Bassilios 

Hassan and Ashraf 
Hussein Ghaly & Sons 
workshop 

Aly El Kazzaz 

buffet 

El Mosslem Market 
closed 

closed 

Khattab al-Ma'sarawi 

Ali Khorrassany 
Khorrassany 

Turquoise Jewellers (Abdulla Ibrahim) 
Amir Agha - junior 
Amir Agha - senior 
Nassar Brothers 

closed 

Hassan Abd al-Maguid 
Sami Nassar 

Babany 

Artin Hagopian 
Mohamed R. al-Kady 
Mohamed R. al-Kady 
Edi's Jewels 

closed 

closed 

Atlas Silks 

Atlas 

Hafez Rasmy 

Ali Hassan Ali 

Sayed Abd el-Raouf 
Ishak al-Assiouty 

Ahmed M. Abd el-Salam 
Hassan M. Abou el-Se'od 
Egyptian Mousky Bazaar 
Khattab 

Aly Ersa & Sayid Mostafa 
closed 

Saad & Sons 

Fathi Moh. Mahmud Tantawi & Co. 
Bazar Sayid Masheest 
Egyptian Gifts 
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937558 


925175 
924654 


925253 


902496 


932843 
3604062 
3604062 

907210 


907210 
907188 


906886 
906886 
901412 


906139 
906139 
910589 
933463 
933463 


910589 
915910 
900026 
900675 


917466 
914667 


Ahmed al-Asabgi 

Sayid A. Abu Tahun & Son Waguih 
Loaloaat Khan Khalili 
Nile Treasures 

Fouad Guirguis Mikhail 
Fayek & Antoun 

Sa'd & Sons 

Fadel Chacour 

Mohamed Nashaat Sayid 
Fayek 8 Antoun 
Boshkash Bazaar 

Sa'd 

Aly Ersa & Sayed Mostafa 
Aly Ersa & Sayed Mostafa 
Wafik Ismail Aly 

Old Shop 

Lam'ii Abdel Malek 

Aly Ersa & Sayed Mostafa 
Moh. Abdel Salam 
Mousky Glass 

Boodi 

Farouk M. Mokhtar 
Muhammad Ibrahim Mansur 
Old Shop 

Fadl Mahmoud 
Mahmoud el-Kassabgui 
Al-Shubukshi 

Hassan Selim 

closed 

closed 

Marzok Sadek Marzok 
Mikha'il Khalil Tadrus 
Georges Grant 

closed 

closed 

King Saleh Bazar 

Ahmad Muhammad “Abd al-Ghani 
Muhammad ‘Abd al-Bagi 
Hani Ebrahim Boutros 
El Maleka 

Sa‘id Yussif 

closed 

Abdel Fattah Badr 


900701 
906168 


903307 
901814 
901864 
917466 
901462 
MAS 
901864 
920617 
917466 


901573 
924976 
906168 


907345 


924976 
905691 
938427 
932114 


916265 
909137 


930511 
928421 
905727 
908784 
916265 


D20 
D21 
1022 
D23 
D24 
D25 
D26 
D27 
D28 
D29 
D30 
D31 
D32 
D33 
D34 
D35 
D36 
D37 
D38 
D39 
D40 
D41 
D42 
D43 
D44 
D45 
D46 
D47 
D48 
D49 
D50 
D51 
D52 
D53 
D54 
D55 
D56 
D57 
D58 
D59 
D60 
D61 
D62 


Mohamed Mussa Aly 
Erian Ishak Tadrus 
Badr Ahmad Ibrahim (Gaber) 
closed 

Hamama 

Bazar Qalawun 
Mahmud Darwish al-Gazar 
Muhammad Abdul-Rahim Mas'ud 
Hajj 'Abdu 

El Chiringuito Cairo 
Philae 

Ashraf 

Sameer 

Al Malek al-Saleh Bazar 
buffet 

Husni al-Samanudi 
Morris 

Hassan Muhammad al-Afifi (Sa'd Bazar) 
buffet 

Sayed Ghaly 

Bazar Svnska 
Muhammad al-Baguri 
Ali Copper Factory 
Fady Bazaar 
Fassakhani 

Magdi 

Badr Shop 

Mohamed Titi 

Ezzat Bazaar 

Agat Bazaar 

Hawary Bazar 

Muslim prayer area 
Aly 

Ramadan H. Mohamad 
Hassan 

Hassan Muhammad 
Bazar el-Salah 

Al-Hilal 

Faddiyat al-Hilal 
‘Ammar 

Gazal Bazaar 

Bazaar Malek el-Saleh 
Arussit al-Salihiya 
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903021 
900843 


906026 


926753 


905671 


924654 
905915 


926753 
912843 


910714 
928767 


938111 
936810 


932044 


918652 
904685 
904685 
928636 
3930591 
930511 
936783 


Muhammad “Issa 
Ammar 

closed 

Helal Stones 

Coral House 

Aly & Son Gamal 

Al Gindy & Sons 

Lotus Bazaar/Bazaar el Zahraa 
Precious Stones Museum 
Katr al-Nada 

El-Araby Exhibition 
Nashwa 

Helal Stones 

Corner of Turquoise 
Zakaria Hanallah 
Tirkwaz Hawis 

Bazar Amani 

buffet 

“Adel 

Yahya al-Sukkari 

Center Bazaar 

Friends for Perfume (T.M.N.) 
Ameera ('Am Sayid repoussé) 
Hajj Hassan Muhammad 
Ramadan 

Sameer 

Ameera 

coffeeshop 

El Amera 

closed 

closed 

closed 

Hamido 

Mawazin el Salehya 
King David Bazaar 
Azhar Bazaar 
Bosphorus coffeeshop 
Pharmacy Azhar 

Afifi 

The Garden of Allah 
kiosk 

Al-Qadi 

Awlad Gad 


928636 


911296 
917145 
915256 
915256 
930511 
924360 
3600290 
3930591 


911296 
916115 
904528 


924987 
924360 


925201 


925201 


929464 
902160 
902160 


930543 
913302 


F18 
F19 
F20 


ceramics 

waterpipes 

Karam 

Queen of Sheba Palace 
Morgan al-Dahhan 

Maktabit Dar al-Mushhaf 
Galabya shop 

Bazaar Shoukry 

Maktabit al-Kuliyat al-Azhariya 
closed 

Funduk al-Farduss 

Al-Maktaba al-'Arabiya al-Haditha 
Fahmy al-Akkad 
Tut-Ankh-Amun Bazar 
Mashallah 

Hajj Adbu 

Good Shish 

Samir al-Bahi 

Salon al-Azhar al-Sharif 
Lucky Bazar 

Funduk al-Azhar 

Mat‘am al-Harramayn 

bank 

Nigmat al-Husayn 

closed 

Jewels El Tazy 

Papyrus Institute (Abd al-Khalek) 
Assil 


Khan el-Khalili Products Bazaar (Ahmad Hafiz) 


Carpet Technical Company 
Sa'id Abd al-Maguid 
Sa'id Abd al-Maguid 
New Turquoise 

Tiger Bazaar 
Ramadan 

Ismail Shahata Zughby 
Funduk Al-Akhdar 
Al-Nasr 

Abd al-Fattah Salima 
Nunu Ikhwan 

Hussein Chabrawichi 
Golden Bazaar 
Papyrus Secret 


902160 
906879 


931296 
908042 


932218 


932218 


903223 


900862 
921859 


906847 
901628 
909343 
904884 
904884 
901257 
900887 
907418 


907540 
932075 
910817 


F21 


Aly el-Prince 
Kawara' al-'Ahd al-Gidid 
Hajj Ali al-Fus 
Halawani al-Husayn 
Sayed Khattab 
storage 

storage 

storage 

Hasan Abd al-Aal 
Museum Bazaar 
'Itarat al-Baraka 
Abd al-Hady Sons 


El Dahhan (Gril Home Restaurant) 


Silvers Palace 

Salah al-Din 

Hajj Abdu 

Mohamed Abd al-Sayed Khattab 
Al-Ma'rad al-Sharki lil-Halawiyat 
Muslim prayer area 

Ibn al-Nile 

Modes Crocodil 

Crocodile Bazaar 

Torky 

Leather House (Saad) 

Fabreka Saber Ahmed Aly Zeyad 
Abdel Fattah Khalil 

tailor 

Ali Shukri 

closed 

buffet 

Sayed Ahmad Ali 

closed 

Egyptian Pancakes 

Papyrus School 

Nadi al-Azhar 

Fayek el-Helw 

Abd al-Azim al-Banna 

Fanar al-Khan 

El-Halwagy Restaurant 

Fadel Shalaby 

Carnaval 

Karnak 

Radwan Hotel 


919605 


911385 


903361 
916670 
908439 
909223 
939325 
925385 


902721 
906814 


936054 
936054 
935054 
915075 
915734 
925395 
928121 


908623 
904335 


913502 
930387 
918552 


914417 
906471 


El-Shaeir Bazar 

Hole in the Wall 
Al-Madina al-Munawara 
closed 

closed 

El Mashrabia 

Bazaar Zahran 

Hajj Ahmad 

Abd el-Hady Sons 
Amin Bazaar 

Magdy Mahdy 
Kunafani al-Husayn 
closed 

Bazar Ibrahim Sha'ban 
Muhammad Abdulla 
Rasha Bazaar 
coffeeshop 

Emad Bazzar 

Awlad Hasan Ahmad al-Alfi 
closed 

Lialy al-Shark 

Silver Scarab 

Bazar Abo el-Saad 
Al-Akkad 

Sakr Bazaar 

Zynat al-Husayn 

Bayt al-Hadaya al-Islamiya 
Fatimy Bazar 

Bazaar el-Mona 

The Egyptian Museum 
Muhammad Abdulla 
Egyptian Market 
Donia Bazaar 
Shalaby 

King Tut 

Boosy Bazaar 

Sheren Silver 

Onsy Market 

Milano Bazar 

Fouad Kashmir 

Lotus Palace 

Fernes Bazaar 

Bazar Can Can 


931583 
925585 
932481 


932501 
921822 


909223 
916136 
925385 


932501 
910783 


989017 
939017 


912050 
923287 


902656 


929148 
924996 
909930 


915669 
925385 
914417 
936406 
908612 
916782 


928323 
905835 
925662 
925312 


Salim Ahmad Salim 


Halawiyat al-Haramayn (“Agab lil Halawyat) 


Al-Dahhan 

public toilet 

El-Kammah Bazaar 
Al-Faridi 

Bazar Dalya 

Maktabat al-Mashad al-Husayni 
Al-Maktaba al-Husayniya 
Bazar Egyptian Tourist 
Nigmat al-Hussayn 
El-Shamma' 

Dar al-Quran 

Noura Bazaar 

Can Can Bazaar 

Wahba Fashions 
El-Tarabishy Bazaar 
Bazaar el-Rabie 

Bazar el-Hussein 
El-Tarabishy Bazaar 

Fathi 

closed 

Abd al-'Azim 

Bazar el-Hussein 

Shirif 

Funduq al-Husayn al-Siyahi 
El-Fishawy Bazar 

Tarabishi 

Khedr el-Attar 

Kababgi Khan al-Khalili 
Sayed al-Mawardi 

Hassan Fahmi 

Muhammad Hamid 

Sayed al-Zughby (Kibda wa Mukh) 
Al-Dahhan 

Kabab al-Ammal 
Al-Harram al-Husayni (Masmat wa Kawar‘) 
Alban al-Maliki 

Kasr Khan el-Khalili 

Sa'd, Hanafi Muhammad 
Yasser Palace for Oriental Perfumes 
Sha‘ban al-Sisi 

Yusuf Ibrahim Ahmad 
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917428 
917428 
939278 


921239 
928957 
925312 


925312 


908612 
934286 
934286 
906755 
910461 
934286 
906700 
921339 


934286 
934245 
918089 
912807 
906755 
3936447 
929469 


929257 


909125 
917466 


908828 


Sayid Hanafi 

storage 

Gami' Anwa' al-Sibah 
closed 

Mihran & Garbis Yazejian 
Magdi Shedeid 

Sayid Hanafi 

Mohamad Abd el-Nabi 
Khan el-Khalili Restaurant 
Helmy Bazaar 

Venus Bazaar 

El-Sayed el-Miligy 

Galal 

El-Fath Co. 

Zaki Boutros 

Moustafa Hafez Cloliman 
Sadek Moh. el-Mansoury 
Gouzlan 

Abbas Higazi 

Emeil Sif Falamon 
Bazaar Mahmoud Shedid 
Mahmoud Mohamed Bakr & Sons 
El Jokar 

Zumurid 

Uncle Aly 

Republic Bazaar (G. B. el-Soudani) 
Mohamed Sa'id Hassan 
Perfumes Doaa 
Mohamed el-Agamy 
Hosny M. Hassan 

New Onix Helal 

Galal 

Mahmoud Aly el-Sadafgy 
Ahmad Gomaa Hassan 
Samir Iskander 

Helmi Amam Saudia 

M. H. Vita 

Bazaar el Silahdar 
Hassan Taha 

Abdel Kader 

El Prince 

Hassan & Aly Abd al-'Aal 
Onix for Silver 


TE 


917017 


912321 
935662 


930378 
903788 
927106 
932625 


900572 


904153 
919430 


904721 
924730 
678372 
932634 
934386 
907864 
931458 
921318 
933015 
912593 
926196 
902142 
918316 
935682 
927338 
904844 
915806 


921558 


921558 
921558 


935982 
903361 
935662 


Mahmoud M. el-Kirabi 
Cafeteria al-Sokkarya 
Hassan & Aly Abd al-'Aal 
Les Fils de Fouad Hajj 
New Turquoise 

Mohsen Silver 

Hassan & Aly Abd al-'Aal 
Berti Sa'id 

storage 

storage 

Sayid Abbas Saiid (workshop) 
Mobarak Bazaar 

M. Abbas Bughdady 
Hassan Yakout & Sons 
First Shop 

Hajj al-Dab' wa waludu Hamdi 
Samir Adly Sons 

Samir Adly Sons 

Fahmy Mohsin 

'Am Sayid 

closed 

Arabesque Ali Hamama 
El-Agati 

El-Agati 

Walaa 

Tourist Police 

workshop 

Uncle Aly - Arto 

'Auf 

Aly Aly Hassan 

Zaher el-Assiouti 

Zaher el-Assiouti 
Mohamad G. el-Gamil 
Buddha Bazaar 
coffeeshop 

Handasat al-Mashrabiya (Hajj Mimi) 
Egypt Bazaar 


Pharaonic Co. for Khan el-Khalili Products. 


Antelope Bazaar 
storage 

Magdy Mahdy 
Sayed Abbas Sa'id 
Modes Helal 


903187 
916132 
903361 


909369 


903361 
919314 


906718 
921558 


924918 
927610 
907823 
916955 
916955 
922639 


907244 
909577 
909577 
927610 


921318 
919241 


900057 
900057 
900734 
931295 


939422 
930767 
920923 
912748 


926760 
906718 
911179 


G92 
G93 

G94 

G95 

G96 

G97 

G98 

G99 

G100 
G101 
G102 
G103 
G104 
G105 
G106 
G107 
G108 
G109 
G110 
ema 
G112 
G113 
G114 
G115 
G116 
9117 
G118 
G119 
G120 
G121 
G122 
G123 
G124 
G125 
G126 
G127 
G128 
G129 
G130 
G131 
G132 
G133 
G134 


Modes Helal 

Yassin M. el-Agati & Co. 
Yassin M. el-Agati & Co. 
Yassin M. el-Agati & Co. 
El-Kahhal 

El-Badistan 

White Palace 

tailor 

Abou Taleb Bazaar 
Ahfad Yassin el-Agati 
Fatthi 

closed 

Models Farouk 
workshop 

workshop 

El Kabbany Co. 

Hosni Gomaa Silverware 
closed 

coffeeshop 

Mahmoud el-Sheikh 
High Bazaar 

Ahmed Orabi 

Mustafa Senusi 

Models el Mofti 

Wadi el-Neel 

closed 

Saad of Egypt 

New Turquoise 

Rizk M. al-Adawi 

Abd al-Aziz al-Bahi 
buffet 

Meridien Bazaar 

Silk loom 

Peace Exhibition 

‘Amr Matar 

Khofo Bazaar 

Ahmad A. Badawi 
Oriental Gifts 

Ragab Rizk Shop 
Egyptian Tourist Bazaar 
El-Soudani 

El-Kerabi 

closed 


911179 
905329 
-903329 
903329 
909128 
917409 
924918 


951597 
903329 


929424 


904236 
905831 


921305 
909004 
922714 
928133 
902232 
903556 


921401 
909369 
924996 
3936155 


933805 


926467 
901194 
933051 
915328 
909740 
924989 


908581 


G135 
G136 
G137 
G138 
G139 
G140 
G141 
G142 
G143 
G144 
G145 
G146 
G147 
G148 
G149 
G150 
G151 
G152 
G153 
G154 
G155 
G156 
G157 
G158 
G159 
G160 
G161 
G162 
G163 
G164 
G165 
G166 
G167 
G168 
G169 
G170 
G171 
G172 
G173 
G174 
G175 
G176 
G177 


Mahmud Fahmy 
closed 

Sphinx Bazaar 
Lotus Palace 

Nice Shop 

Sina Star 

Express Bazar 
White Flower Bazaar 
Attia Tolba 

New Capital Bazaar 
Ahmad 'Id 

closed 
Tutankhamoun 
closed 

Ahmed Zakey 
buffet 

closed 

High Dam Bazaar 
H. el-Dorry 
Hussein Bazaar 
Life Bazaar 

El Tayyeb el-Yamani 
El-Dorry 

Capital Bazaar 
Yousef Hafez 
closed 

Bazar el-Saffa 
Kashmer Bazaar 
Ahmad Orabi 
Mohamady Bazaar 
closed 

Bazaar Eid el-Fashny 
buffet 

Hasan Belia 
workshop 

Bank al-Kahraman 
El-Sayed Fahmy 
Capital Bazaar 
Bazaar el-Nasr 
Bakr Shop 

Medhat Atef Yaccub 
Gizawi 


Rasmy Hussein Soliman 


901194 
905835 
906059 
915691 
920211 
922641 
906667 
934790 
908612 


927510 
926665 


915925 
922641 
927858 
901194 
929242 
922641 
934790 
908330 


936934 
900058 


907481 
906755 
902336 
914707 
900058 
934790 
928033 


904218 
919083 


G178 
G179 
G180 
G181 
G182 
G183 
G184 
G185 
G186 
G187 
G188 
G189 
G190 
G191 
G192 
G193 
G194 
G195 
G196 
G197 
G198 
G199 
G200 
G201 
G202 
G203 
G204 
G205 
G206 
G207 
G208 
G209 
G210 
G211 
G212 
G213 
G214 
G215 
G216 
G217 
G218 
G219 
G220 


Yasser Bazaar 
Bazaar el-Gamil 
Anwar Kharat 
Bazaar Alaa el-Din 
Lotus Palace 

New Onix for Silver 
Kahraman Baghdad 
closed 

Abdo Foll 

buffet 

El Fahham Bazar 
Art House 

closed 

El Faham 

closed 

Gamal Hamad al-Sawi 
Fishawi (coffeeshop) 


Loaloat al-Hussin (coffeeshop) 


closed 

Al-Guindi 

Bazar Darwish 
Essam A. Yaccub 
coffeeshop 

buffet 

Galal Belal 

Makkah Bazaar 
Habib 

Bazar Akram al-Fishawi 
Bazar Abul-Ella 

Abu Taleb Mohamed 
Spice Shop 

Faridi Shop 

White Flower Bazaar 
Sa'd 

Bazar al-Amal 
Ahmed Zebdia 
closed 

Bookshop 

buffet 

Waley al-Ni'am 
Silver Star 

closed 

El-Khawass Bazaar 
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925662 
902336 


905835 
912502 
937647 


914335 


909856 
929077 


925756 


931453 
901262 
904218 
927591 


901874 
906755 


931397 
901262 
913442 
927922 
900178 


926219 


917624 


Abu Shusha 

Zahrat al-Husayn 
Abu Hamza 
Hammad al-Sawi 
Kahwat al-Zahraa 
closed 

Kabab al-Hajj 'Id 
Bazar Kawkab 
coffeeshop 
Pharmacy el-Hussein 
Cafeteria Sinusi 

King of Peir 

Hassan Shalaby 

Abu Talib Hafiz 
Khan al-Khalili Star 
closed 

storage 

Al-Aguz 

Restaurant al-Harram al-Hussayny 
Cafeteria al-Harram al-Hussayny 
school 

Funduk al-Harram al-Hussayny 
coffeeshop 

Hussain Rihani 
Hussain Rihani 
Mahmud Habib 
workshop 

workshop 

workshop 

workshop 

grocer 

El Amera 

workshop 

Sayed 

Monaliza 

Nur Allah Bazar 
Muhammad al-Suwifi 
Muhammad al-Shimi 
Alsyo Bazaar 
workshop 

Hanan Gifts Fabrikue 
Al-Hajj Ahmad Ragab al-Sayyid Ahmad 
Ahmad Abada 


82 E 


935539 
935539 
925756 


931521 


929636 
931984 


904836 


901874 


925201 


925334 


904958 


907481 
906317 


Ahmad Abada 
Muhammad Lutfi 
Loaloah Bazaar 

Hasan Muhammad 
Maghawri Mahmud Ahmad 
Dessouki 

workshop 

Spring Bazar 

closed 

closed 

Saif 

Funduk al-Tahrir 
plumber 

scales 

Valley Bazaar 

Sayed el Said el Sharaki 
Ahmed Nader 
coffeeshop 

House Shablet 

closed 

Komi 

Komi 

plumber 

Hadaya al-Kuwayt 
Hasan al-Marwardi 
Hanafi Abd al-Rahman 
Muhammad Amin 

Abd al-Hamid al-Hanafi 
closed 

Abu Muhammad 
Cafeteria Orabi 
Lokandat al-Haram al-Husseiny 
furniture 

A. al-Abati 

Al-Hajj Muhammad 
Zainab el-Sherif 

Usama M. Abd el-Latif 
Adel M. Aly 

Arafa Mohamed 

closed 

New Sfinx Bazar 
Mohamed Ahmad Onsy 
Mohamed Ahmad Onsy 
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925334 


903925 
3931003 


932037 
925088 


907481 


907481 
907481 


917624 


911867 


902541 
933145 


907938 
912359 
912282 
9152535 


918233 
905974 
905974 


Bazaar el-Selhidar 
storage 

Mahmoud el-Kirabi 
Rahmy Mgahid & son 
storage 

storage 

storage 

Fahmy Mohsin, Maher 
workshop 

cooperative 

Mostafa Radwan & Khalil 
Al-Hajj al-Sayyid Ahmad wa-awladu 
closed 

Adel Abd el-Latif 

closed 

closed 

closed 

Saleh Badr Aly Sherif 
Seniber el-Sissi Sons 
Seniber el Sissi Sons 
Ahmed Hafez Mohamed 
Anka Bazaar 

Hearrcha Bazzar 

Salama Mohsin 

Khamis 

Atef Shedid 

Pherois Papyrus Seuifi 
workshop 

Awlad Mahmud Saiid Farag Alla 
Mohamed Abdul-Latif 
Mohamed Aly al-Silkawy 
Mohamed al-Sayid Mahdi 
Kamal M. Aly 

Abdulla Sheikh 

closed 


912282 


903187 
907873. 


922639 


903071 


921644 
921644 
901628 
921644 
921644 
912282 
904721 


918747 


927623 
915328 
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KHAN AL-KHALILI, a maze of 
narrow, twisting alleyways, pas- 
sages, and cul-de-sacs situated 
in the heart of medieval Cairo, 
has for centuries been a major 
hub of trade and commerce. 
Today, it is Egypt's biggest, 

best known, and most popular 
bazaar, it also contains many 
buildings of great historical and 
architectural interest. For the 
first time, its alleys, monu- 
ments, and nine hundred shops 
have been fully surveyed to 
produce this comprehensive 
map and guide to shopping and 
sightseeing in the Khan. 


OLA SEIF's lifelong fascination 
with the landscape of her native 
Cairo led to a B.A. in Islamic art 
and architecture from the 
American University in Cairo. 
Besides being an art historian, 
she is a freelance photog- 
rapher, cartographer, and 
designer. 


Her collaborator on the text, 
JAYME SPENCER, is on the staff 
of the American University in 
Cairo library. A long-time resi- 
dent of Cairo, she has pub- 
lished numerous articles on the 
crafts of Egypt. 


Front cover: Sikkit al-Kabwa, in 
the heart of Khan al-Khalili. 
Back cover: goods on display in 
the Khan. 

Photographs by Ola Seif. 


This unigue, comprehensive guide includes: 
ea large fold-out map showing all the Khan's 930 shops 


ea shopper's alphabetical guide to 125 products and 
services---what to buy, where to buy, how to buy 


ethe history of the Khan, with guided walks through i its 
fascinating alleyways 


ISBN 977 424 2619 
The American University in Cairo Press 


